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TWENTY-FOURTH-  ANNUAL  'REPORT 


OF  THE 


ffliamgM  MMOMTOiM  §®E[iw 


COLONIZATION  ROOMS,  l 

Washington  Citt,  Januahy  19,  1841.5 


The  American  Colonization  Society  met  in  the  Colonization  rooms, 
at  7  o’clock,  P.  M.  In  the  absence  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Clay,  Presi¬ 
dent,  the  Rev.  Wi.  Hawley,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  took  the  chair, 
and  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer.  Rev.  War.  McLain  was  appoin¬ 
ted  Secretary.  Delegates  appeared  from  the  States  of  Connecticut, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Ohio,  and  from  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  Executive  Committee  presented  the  following  Report. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Board  of  Directors 

of  the  American  Colonization  Society : 

Gentlemen, — In  presenting  for  your  consideration,  our  proceedings 
for  the  past  year,  we  would  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  continuance 
of  that  kind  Providence  which  has  hitherto  favored  our  labors. 

Although  the  unexampled  scarcity  of  money,  the  very  low  price  of 
agricultural  produce,  and  the  extraordinary  political  excitement  which 
has  pervaded  the  country  have,  no  doubt,  greatly  affected  our  receipts, 
yet  they  have  greatly  exceeded  those  of  any  former  year.  The  neces¬ 
sary  operations  of  sending  out  emigrants,  with  increased  supplies  for 
the  Colony,  have  been  carried  on  with  energy.  The  large  debts  con¬ 
tracted  during  the  preceding  year,  have  all  been  discharged.  We  have 
the  pleasure  of  announcing  the  fact,  that  the  Society  has  met  all  engage¬ 
ments  made  during  th£  last  two  years,  and  has  reduced  the  old  debt  to 
about  $16,500. 


4 


TWENTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


-  •  .  A’.G’.E  ;<  l;  S . 

Soon  after  the  las-t  atmiial  meeting}  the  drffleuities  of  making  collec¬ 
tions  were  found  to  be  so  great?  in  several  of  .the,  W e.s.tern  States,  that 
our  agencies  there  wfelfe  discontinued.:  Mr.  Cresso.A', '.giving  his  services 
gratuitously,  visited  Ke’ntucky,  and  the  lower  country,  making  collec¬ 
tions,  obtaining  subscribers,  and  furnishing  us  much  information.  He 
returned  through  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  South  Carolina,  was  kindly 
received,  and  invited  to  deliver  lectures  in  the  principal  cities,  which 
were  attended  by  large  audiences,  particularly  at  Savannah  and  Charles¬ 
ton  ;  and  we  are  encouraged  to  believe  that  these  States  will  yet  give 
their  cordial  support  to  the  cause  of  Colonization.  In  those  States  where 
our  agents  have  discontinued  their  labors,  we  have  relied  on  friends  of 
the  cause  for  aid,  with  whom  correspondence  has  been  kept  up  ;  and  we 
have  received  gratifying  evidence  that  Colonization  has  a  strong  hold 
on  the  affections  of  the  people.  We  anticipate  the  time  when  ministers, 
and  other  benevolent  individuals,  will  act  as  agents  for  the  Society,  re¬ 
ceiving  and  forwarding  the  donations  made  in  their  immediate  neigh¬ 
borhoods.  Indeed,  a  large  portion  of  our  receipts  for  the  past  year 
came  into  the  treasury  by  remittances  direct  from  the  donors,  or  were 
collected  gratuitously  by  friends,  members  of  auxiliary  societies,  min¬ 
isters,  &c.,  which  has  greatly  reduced  the  number  of  agents  now 
required. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Cummins,  D.  D.,  has  been  employed  in  Virginia, 
where  he  has  labored  with  great  success,  and  rendered  himself  accepta¬ 
ble  to  the  people.  Through  his  agency,  the  contributions  of  that  State 
have  been  increased  over  those  of  any  former  year. 

Rev.  Wm.  McKinney,  who  has  labored  in  the  eastern  counties  of 
Virginia  and  in  North  Carolina,  has  been  successful  in  obtaining  con¬ 
tributions,  and  has  aided  the  cause  by  presenting  the  claims  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  in  sections  of  the  country  where  correct  information  was  needed. 

Rev.  Wm.  Wallace,  whose  agency  was  suspended  last  spring,  has 
recently  recommenced  his  labors  in  Ohio. 

Capt.  George  Barker,  of  Maine,  to  whose  exertions  we  were  so 
much  indebted,  in  1839,  has  continued  to  prosecute  his  labors  with  in¬ 
creased  diligence  and  success,  and  in  addition  to  his  remittances  for  Col¬ 
onization,  has  much  extended  the  circulation  of  the  Repository. 

Judge  Halsey,  of  New  Jersey,  has  done  much  to  sustain  the  cause 
the  past  year.  Through  his  agency,  the  New  Jersey  State  Society 
furnished  $2,053  towards  fitting  out  the  last  expedition  to  Liberia,  be¬ 
sides  the  sums  previously  acknowledged  in  the  Repository.  His  ex¬ 
ertions  and  counsels  during  the  past  two  years,  entitle  him  to  the  thanks 
of  every  patron  of  the  Society. 
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The  Rev.  Mr.  McLain,  who  accepted  a  temporary  agency  in  July 
last,  rendered  important  aid  in  collecting  emigrants  and  funds,  and  his 
valuable  services  have  been  secured  in  the  office  since. 

Rev.  Mr.  Foot  has  devoted  to  good  effect  a  portion  of  his  time  during 
the  past  year  in  Connecticut,  in  soliciting  funds,  and  has  contributed  to 
allay  prejudice  against  the  Society  by  lecturing,  and  otherwise  dissem¬ 
inating  correct  information. 

Rev.  Dorus  Clarke  has  accepted  an  agency,  and  is  laboring  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts.  His  success  has  encouraged  us  to  expect  much  from  his 
exertions  in  that  State. 

It  is  due  to  all  the  agents  in  the  employ  of  the  Society  to  state,  that 
they  have  conformed  to  the  rules  requiring  monthly  reports  of  collections 
and  expenses,  with  a  remittance  of  at  least  sixty-seven  per  cent,  of  the 
amount  raised.  Many  agents  are  able  to  remit  a  much  larger  propor¬ 
tion  of  their  collections.  There  have  been  but  two  instances  among 
all  our  agents,  in  which  this  rule  has  been  disregarded.  One  of  these 
agents  had  been  employed  before  the  rule  was  established,  and  the  other 
was  unsuccessful,  and  applied  for  further  allowance,  which  being  re¬ 
fused,  he  retired  without  remitting  any  thing. 

donations. 

We  have  been  much  encouraged  by  remittances  received  from  sev¬ 
eral  ladies’  societies. 

We  tender  our  thanks  to  the  ladies  composing  the  societies  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  Georgetown,  D.  C.,  Springfield,  Mass.,  Urbana  and  Spring- 
field,  Ohio,  and  all  others  who  have  kindly  aided  us. 

Although  all  donations  received  have  been  duly  acknowledged,  the 
Committee  would  especially  notice  the  donation  of  Rev.  Dr.  Burgess, 
of  Dedham,  Mass.,  of  $1000.  This  gentleman  accompanied  the 
lamented  Mills  to  Africa,  to  explore  the  country,  and  ascertain  the 
practicability  of  obtaining  territory  and  establishing  a  Colony.  The 
report  of  Dr.  Burgess  places  his  name  among  the  first  and  most  devo¬ 
ted  friends  of  American  Colonization.  He  now  gives  a  thousand  dollars 
to  sustain  the  Colony  on  that  coast  which,  twenty  years  ago,  he  perilled 
his  life  to  explore.  We  would  also  notice  the  liberality  of  another  gen¬ 
tleman,  Mr.  Hazard,  of  Providence,  from  whom  we  last  year  received 
$1000,  and  who  has  generously  forwarded  us  the  same  amount  this  year. 
The  old  creditors  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  the  friends  of  the  cause, 
will  feel  grateful  to  Mr.  Hazard  for  this  liberal  donation,  as  he  directed 
it  to  be  appropriated  to  the  discharge  of  old  debts,  which  has  been 
done. 

Jonathan  Coit,  Esq.,  of  New  London,  who  had  subscribed  $1000, 
payable  in  ten  years — one  hundred  of  which  was  paid  last  year — has 
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recently  remitted  $500.  Wm.  Carr,  Esq.,  near  Leesburg,  has  con¬ 
tributed  $300.  An  anonymous  friend  to  Colonization,  in  Georgia, 
has  remitted  $500.  H.  L.  Sheldon,  Esq.,  who  had  subscribed  some 
years  since,  $2000  in  aid  of  education  in  Liberia,  has  generously  paid 
$1,500,  which  has  been  applied  to  the  erection  of  a  brick  building, 
for  a  high  school  on  Factory  island,  in  the  St.  John’s  river. 

It  is  especially  due  to  Mr.  J.  T.  Norton,  of  Connecticut,  formerly 
a  devoted  friend  to  the  Society,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  $500,  the 
balance  of  a  contingent  subscription  made  some  years  ago,  and  which 
has  been  applied,  as  directed,  to  the  liquidation  of  old  debts. 

Your  Committee  acknowledge  the  receipt,  through  the  Rev.  A. 
Proudfit.  D.  D.,  of  $7000,  from  the  New  York  State  Society,  with¬ 
out  which  generous  aid  they  would  not  have  been  able  to  fill  the  orders 
of  the  Governor  for  supplies,  by  the  last  expedition,  except  by  contin¬ 
uing  the  practice  of  purchasing  on  the  private  credit  of  officers  of  the 
Society. 

The  Pennsylvania  Society,  although  embarrassed  with  an  old  debt, 
incurred  in  the  establishing  of  Bassa  Cove  Colony,  besides  aiding  in 
sending  out  the  last  expedition,  have  appropriated  $1000  to  aid  in  send¬ 
ing  out  the  expedition  which  will  sail  on  the  1st  of  February,  from  Nor¬ 
folk.  Their  old  debt  is  now  paid,  and  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  who  is 
so  well  known  from  his  connexion  with  the  Colonization  Society,  and 
his  residence  in  Liberia,  is  now  devoting  all  his  energies  to  increase  the 
funds  of  the  Society,  and  we  may  confidently  anticipate  much  aid  from 
that  State  the  coming  year. 

LEGACIES. 

In  addition  to  those  acknowledged  in  the  Repository  from  time  to 
time,  we  have  received  one  or  two  that  deserve  special  notice  here. 

Henry  Ault,  late  of  this  city,  died  last  June,  leaving  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Colonization  Society  real  estate,  in  this  city,  valued  at  $6,624. 
This  was  most  unexpected.  We  knew  not  that  we  had  such  a  friend  in 
Mr.  Ault.  In  his  last  hours  he  remembered  this  cause,  and  has  ren¬ 
dered  it  most  important  aid,  as  we  have  been  able  to  apply  the  whole 
amount  to  the  old  debt. 

Alexander  AVatson,  late  of  the  Parish  of  St.  James,  Santee,  S.  C., 
left,  by  his  last  will,  six  negroes  to  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
“  with  the  request  that  they  permit  the  said  Lizzy  and  her  children  to 
emigrate  to  Liberia,  or  any  country  they  may  select and  on  their  re¬ 
moval  they  are  to  receive  the  residue  cf  his  estate,  amounting  to  about 
$50,000. 

His  will,  however,  will  be  contested  by  some  of  the  heirs  at  law,  and 
it  is  uncertain  how  the  case  will  be  decided. 


OF  THE  AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 


7 


It  is  worthy  of  remark  here,  that  several  important  legacies  have  been 
entirely  lost  to  the  Society,  and  the  benevolent  designs  of  the  testators 
entirely  frustrated,  by  some  informality  in  the  language  of  their  wills. 

AID  OF  THE  GENERAL  GOVERNMENT. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  continued  favor  of  the  General  Govern¬ 
ment,  in  furnishing  several  pieces  of  small  iron  cannon,  which  will  add 
greatly  to  the  security  of  the  back  settlements,  and  free  them  from  all 
danger  of  attack  from  the  marauding,  slave-trading  parties  of  the 
natives. 

In  January  last,  two  armed  ships  were  ordered  by  Government  to 
cruise  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  and 
the  prevention  of  the  Slave  Trade.  These  vessels,  after  a  short  cruise, 
returned  in  June  ;  both  have  again  been  ordered  on  the  same  service,  and 
we  understand  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  keep  a  squad¬ 
ron  on  the  coast.  This  will  be  important  to  the  Colony,  to  our  country, 
and  to  the  cause  of  humanity.  The  Colony  will  never  he  able  to  exert 
that  happy  influence  on  the  natives,  which  is  so  practicable  and  so  de¬ 
sirable,  while  the  Slave  Trade  is  carried  on  in  their  vicinity,  much  of 
which  is  prosecuted  under  the  American  flag.  If  the  American  com¬ 
merce  on  the  African  coastwere  duly  protected,  it  wouldrapidly  increase, 
and  emigrants  and  stores  could  be  sent  without  inconvenience.  Facili¬ 
ties  of  communication  being  thus  increased,  would  induce  respectable 
colored  men  to  visit  the  country,  where  their  minds  would  be  disabused, 
and  they  could  at  pleasure,  and  Avould,  without  assistance  from  the  So¬ 
ciety,  remove  to  Liberia,  as  poor  families  from  Europe  now  emigrate 
to  this  country. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  our  trade  with  Western  Africa  has  in¬ 
creased,  within  the  last  twelve  months,  more  than  a  hundred  per  cent. 

OLD  CREDITORS. 

Your  Committee  regret  that  the  encouragements  held  out  to  the  old 
creditors  of  the  Society,  in  our  last  annual  report,  have  not  been  fully  real¬ 
ized.  The  arrival  of  the  Saluda  from  Africa  in  June  last,  without  a  cargo 
of  produce,  was  a  disappointment  which  could  not  have  been  anticipa¬ 
ted,  as  the  large  debt  which  the  Governor  was  called  on  to  liquidate  in 
the  Colony,  and  which  absorbed  all  his  available  means,  was  unknown 
to  your  Committee,  as  was  also  the  Avar  existing  at  that  time,  Avhich  cut 
off  all  trade  Avith  the  natives.  The  means  relied  on  to  meet  our  en¬ 
gagements  to  the  old  creditors  having  failed,  and  our  current  receipts 
being  required  to  carry  on  the  indispensable  operations  of  the  Society, 
it  was  impossible  to  meet  the  just  expectations  of  those  creditors  Avho 
had  been  suffering  from  promises  broken  and  hopes  deferred.  The 
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large  debt  in  the  Colony  is  now  paid  ;  and,  without  relying  on  a  return 
cargo,  which  is  daily  expected  from  Liberia,  we  have  no  doubt  that  the 
operations  of  the  Society  can  be  carried  on,  and  the  old  debts  paid  by 
the  end  of  this  year.  In  order  to  do  this,  we  must,  however,  rely  in 
part  on  certain  legacies  to  the  Society,  which  are  now  in  litigation,  as 
well  as  on  the  increasing  number  and  liberality  of  our  patrons. 

RELIEF  EXTENDED  TO  COLONISTS. 

When  your  Committee  entered  on  their  labors  two  years  ago,  the 
public  store  in  the  Colony  was  entirely  empty,  and  the  Government 
house  in  a  dilapidated  and  untenantable  condition.  The  settlement  of 
Grand  Bassahad  been,  for  months,  surrounded  by  hostile  natives,  who 
had  driven  the  Colonists  from  their  farms,  and  destroyed  their  crops. 
Thus  deprived  of  the  fruits  of  their  industry,  they  were  reduced  to  a 
general  scarcity  of  provisions  and  other  necessaries.  To  relieve  the 
pressing  wants  of  the  people,  make  the  necessary  improvements,  afford 
means  and  encouragement  for  education,  extend  the  public  farm,  and 
erect  new  buildings  foremigrants,  discharge  the  old  debts,  &c.,  required 
larger  remittances  than  had  been  anticipated.  Without  funds  in  our 
treasury,  we  were  compelled,  as  stated  in  our  last  report,  to  resort  to 
private  credit,  and  forward  goods  and  provisions,  which  could  be  used 
to  a  profit,  in  payment  of  old  debts,  and  in  defraying  the  cost  of  neces¬ 
sary  improvements.  The  poverty  and  destitution  of  many  of  the  Col¬ 
onists  were  so  great  as  to  require  assistance.  This  was  furnished,  by 
allowing  them  a  credit  on  the  articles  they  required,  amounting  to  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  dollars. 

Although  payment  may  never  be  received  for  all  the  necessaries  fur¬ 
nished,  yet  your  Committee  are  confirmed  in  the  belief  that,  after  the 
emigrants  are  located  on  their  farms,  and  have  had  time  to  improve 
and  plant  sufficient  ground  for  their  support,  they  ought  not  to  be  en¬ 
couraged  to  rely  on  gratuities  from  the  Society,  either  in  provisions  or 
clothing;  and  that,  if  they  are  prevented,  by  any  Providential  occur¬ 
rence,  from  making  their  usual  crops,' the  relief  extended  to  them  ought 
to  be  a  credit  on  the  articles  required.  Experience  has  proved  that,  as  long 
as  the  poverty  and  necessities  of  the  people  were  gratuitously  relieved, 
poverty  and  beggary  were  sure  to  be  found.  Gratuities  uniformly  pro¬ 
duce  and  perpetuate  a  spirit  of  dependence,  relax  industry,  and  encour¬ 
age  idleness.  The  Colony  can  only  become  prosperous,  when  the  Col¬ 
onists  rely  on  their  own  exertions  for  obtaining  the  necessaries  and 
comforts  of  life,  which,  in  Liberia,  a  very  moderate  degree  of  diligence, 
and  well-applied  labor,  xvill  secure.  In  this  country,  poor  families  can 
support  themselves,  although  the  land  they  cultivate  produces  but  one 
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crop  in  the  year,  and  the  severity  of  the  weather  deprives  them  of  the 
benefits  of  their  industry  for  several  months  every  winter.  In  Liberia, 
several  crops  can  be  realized  from  the  same  field  annually ;  indeed, 
seed-time  and  harvest  there,  may  be  said  to  be  perpetual.  The  success 
of  those  who  are  industrious  and  economical,  is  gratifying  proof  that 
nothing  but  industry  is  wanting  to  secure  to  every  family  all  the  neces¬ 
saries,  and  many  of  the  luxuries,  of  life.  It  is  found  that  the  demand 
for  the  produce  of  the  Colony  increases  with  the  supply,  and  that  a 
ready  market  may  always  be  relied  on.  The  number  of  ships  touch¬ 
ing  for  supplies  is  annually  increasing.  Your  Committee  regret  that 
they  have  been  unable  to  purchase  a  small  vessel,  to  facilitate  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  settlements,  and  enable  those  who  have  goods  or 
produce  for  transportation,  to  do  it  with  certainty  and  convenience.  A 
vessel  thus  employed,  would  greatly  promote  industry  and  enterprise. 
They  hope  to  procure  one  the  present  winter. 

RETAIL  TRADE  IN  THE  COLONY. 

The  debts  due  by  the  Society  in  the  Colony  being  paid,  and  the  per¬ 
sonal  wants  of  the  Colonists  being  relieved,  your  Committee,  previous 
to  sending  out  the  last  expedition,  directed  the  Governor  to  discontinue 
the  retail  of  goods  and  provisions,  and  to  sell  only  by  wholesale,  be¬ 
lieving  that  justice  to  the  Colonists  entitles  them  to  the  retail  business 
of  the  Colony.  The  American  Colonization  Society  has  held  out  to 
the  colored  man  that  he  cannot  be  elevated  in  this  country,  or  in  any 
other,  where  the  inflence  of  the  ivhite  man  prevails  ;  that  in  Liberia 
he  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  immunities  aud  privileges  which  the  white 
man  enjoys  here  ;  that  the  latter  shall  not  become  a  citizen  of  that 
Commonwealth ;  and  that  the  business  of  the  country  shall  be  left  to 
the  free  competition  of  the  Colonists.  When  goods  have  been  sold 
from  the  Colonial  Store,  it  has  of  course  lessened  the  sales  of  the  colored 
merchant :  this  has  sometimes  been  the  cause  of  complaint,  and  for 
years  has  been  regarded  as  an  infringement  of  their  rights.  If  the  ne¬ 
cessity  ever  existed  for  a  Colonial  Store,  your  Committee  believe  that 
all  the  legitimate  objects  of  the  Society  can  now  be  obtained  without  one, 
and  many  evils  at  the  same  time  be  avoided.  Besides  disappointing 
the  just  expectation  of  the  Colonists,  of  being  forever  free  from 
competition  with  white  men,  the  maintaining  of  a  retail  store  in¬ 
creases  the  number  of  agents,  and  greatly  exposes  the  interests  of  the 
Society  to  losses  from  various  contingencies. 

Connected  with  this  subject,  we  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Direc¬ 
tors  to  the  practice  which  was  adopted  at  an  early  day,  by  the  superin¬ 
tendents  of  Missions  at  the  Colony,  of  using  merchandise  to  pay  the 
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persons  employed  iri  their  service,  and  for  the  purchase  of  provisions 
from  the  natives.  This  custom  arose  from  necessity,  when  provisions 
could  not  at  all  times  be  obtained,  either  from  the  Colonial  or  other 
stores,  and  when  the  natives  would  accept  nothing  in  exchange  for  pro¬ 
visions  but  such  goods  as  their  limited  wants  required.  Although  the 
peculiar  state  of  things  which,  to  some  extent,  imposed  on  the  mission¬ 
ary  the  duties  of  the  merchant,  has  in  a  measure  ceased  to  exist,  yet 
the  practice  is  continued.  Besides  the  goods  sent  from  the  United 
States  for  the  sttpport  of  their  establishments,  one  mission  purchases 
large  quantities  of  goods  and  provisions  from  American  and  British  ves¬ 
sels  trading  on  the  coast,  and  pays  for  them  in  drafts  on  the  treasurer 
of  its  Board.  These  drafts  are  convertible  into  specie,  while  the  goods 
are  turned  out  at  a  large  profit  to  the  various  persons  in  their  employ, 
except  their  missionaries  stationed  in  the  Colony,  who  receive  goods  at 
cost.  The  Colonial  merchant,  who  has  nothing  to  offer  in  exchange 
for  goods  but  the  produce  of  the  country,  such  as  oil,  camwood,  &c., 
has  to  compete  with  the  missionary  merchant  under  great  disadvantages. 

So  deeply  impressed  are  your  Committee  with  the  importance  to 
Colonization  of  well-directed  missionary  labors,  that,  in  addition  to  the 
facilities  and  privileges  heretofore  granted  to  missionaries,  they  would 
recommend  that  missionaries  and  their  families  should  have  free  passage 
to  Liberia,  as  soon  as  the  funds  of  the  Society  will  admit ;  yet  they 
would  respectfully  suggest  whether  the  Society  is  not  at  least  under  an 
implied  obligation  to  the  Colonial  merchant  to  protect  him  in  the  exclu¬ 
sive  privileges  of  the  retail  trade  of  the  Colony,  and  that  exemption  from 
duties  on  goods,  and  permission  to  retail,  be  limited  to  those  missiona¬ 
ries  whose  labors  are  exclusively  devoted  to  the  natives,  or  where  goods 
and  provisions  are  carried  to  the  interior  beyond  the  settlements  of  the 
Colony. 


REDUCTION  OF  EXPENSES  IN  THE  COLONY. 

Your  Committee  have  adhered  to  the  policy  adopted  early  last  year, 
of  reducing  the  expenses  in  the  Colony  as  low  as  due  regard  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  interest  would  admit.  Some  complaint  was  expected  from  the  Col¬ 
onists,  especially  those  removed  from  salaried  offices.  Their  resis¬ 
tance  to  the  several  measures  of  economy  adopted,  has  been  no  greater 
than  was  anticipated,  and  the  beneficial  results  have  already  been  felt 
in  the  increased  industry  of  the  people,  and  in  the  great  saving  to  your 
treasury,  in  consequence  of  dispensing  with  the  services  of  so  many 
officers. 


OF  THE  AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 


11 


AGRICULTURE,  PREMIUMS,  ETC. 

The  Colony  has  continued  gradually  to  improve.  The  amount  of 
labor  applied  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  was  greater  the  last  than  it 
had  been  in  any  two  preceding  years.  A  surplus  of  provisions  was, 
for  the  first  time,  raised  in  the  Colony.  The  number  of  acres  cleared 
during  the  last  two  years  in  the  various  settlements,  is  nearly  equal  to 
the  number  previously  under  cultivation.  Several  sugar  plantations 
have  been  commenced,  and  promise  a  rich  reward  to  the  enterprising 
planter.  Much  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  cultivation  of  coffee  trees, 
and  the  premiums,  directed  by  your  Board  to  be  awarded  for  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  this  branch  of  industry,  have  had  a  most  happy  effect. 
The  premiums  offered  enable  the  poorest  families  to  compete  for  them. 
Twenty  dollars  for  the  greatest  number  and  best-conditioned  trees  over 
one  hundred,  will  induce  many  to  extend  their  improvements  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  the  premium.  The  plant  is  found  to  thrive  best 
where  the  ground  is  cultivated  with  crops.  The  Governor  remarks : 

“  Our  progress  in  the  agricultural  department,  though  not  rapid,  is  steady,  and  I  hava 
good  hopes  of  being  able  to  see  satisfactory  reports  of  this  important  interest  before 
the  close  of  another  year".  There  have  been  twenty-three  thousand  trees  planted  at 
Bexley,  Bassa  Cove,  and  Edina,  nearly  nineteen  thousand  of  which  were  planted  this 
year.  In  this  town  [Monrovia,]  there  have  been  four  thousand  planted  this  year  by 
one  person,  Mr.  Benedict,  and  some  small  lots  by  others.” 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  the  continuation  of  premiums, 
and  their  extension  to  other  objects,  particularly  to  raising  hedges  of 
sour  oranges  or  limes  around  the  cultivated  grounds  and  farms.  Fences, 
made  with  the  common  timber  of  the  country,  are  soon  destroyed  by 
insects,  and  have  to  be  replaced  yearly;  while  lime  or  lemon  hedges, 
with  proper  attention,  will,  in  three  years,  make  a  permanent  and  sub¬ 
stantial  fence.  Every  encouragement  ought  to  be  held  out  to  secure 
this  object,  for,  until  the  crops  are  thus  secured,  Stock  and  working- 
animals  cannot  to  any  considerable  extent  be  introduced.  This  operates 
as  a  discouragement  to  those  who  feel  the  importance  of  raising  stock. 
Hogs,  goats,  sheep,  and  cattle,  might  long  since  have  been  abundant  in  the 
Colony,  (where  they  can  he  raised  as  cheaply  as  in  any  other  country  in 
the  world,)  could  they  have  been  permitted  to  run  at  large.  It  may  be 
questionable  whether  premiums  for  agricultural  products,  after  the  year 
1841,  ought  not  to  be  limited  to  crops  raised  on  lands  around  which 
hedges  are  planted. 

Although  the  Committee  are  assured  that  the  Colonists  are  improving 
in  agriculture,  yet  it  is  in  vain  to  hope  for  that  state  of  independence  and 
general  comfort  which  is  found  among  the  poor,  laboring  classes,  in  our 
own  country,  or  to  look  for  great  advances  in  agriculture,  until  every 
family  can  have  the  benefit  of  raising  domestic  animals,  and  until  work- 
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ing  animals  are  generally  used  in  cultivating  the  soil,  collecting  timber 
for  erecting  houses,  &c. 

There  is  something  degrading  and  discouraging  to  an  American  in 
performing  personally  the  labor  which  he  has  always  seen  performed 
by  animals;  and,  without  them,  he  cannot  hope,  with  ordinary  dili¬ 
gence,  to  do  much  more  than  supply  his  family  with  the  necessaries  of 
life.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  impossible  that  the  ability  of  the 
emigrant  to  sustain  and  improve  himself  should  be  fully  developed. 

Animal  labor  is  indispensable  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar  on  an  ex¬ 
tended  scale,  and  great  inducements  should  be  held  out  to  engage  in  this 
branch  of  industry.  The  lands  best  suited  to  this  crop  are  abundant, 
the  climate  most  favorable,  and  the  cane  rich  in  saccharine  matter.  Sev¬ 
eral  plantations  have  been  commenced,  but  they  cannot  be  prosecuted  to 
advantage  until  the  cleared  lands  in  the  country  are  enclosed,  and  stock 
and  working  cattle  can  be  obtained,  and  kept  cheaply. 

The  sugar  mill  sent  out  has  been  put  into  operation  on  the  public 
farm,  and  by  the  next  arrival  we  hope  to  receive  samples  of  the  manu¬ 
factured  sugar,  as  there  were  about  twenty  acres  of  cane  ready  for 
grinding. 

to  O 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Governor  has  encouraged  the  Colonists  to  establish  primary 
schools  in  their  several  districts  and  settlements,  by  paying  a  portion  of 
the  salaries  of  the  teachers.  The  sum  appropriated  to  each  school  is 
about  one  hundred  dollars.  He  remarks,  “the  happy  effect  of  this  en¬ 
couragement  is,  that  every  child  in  the  Colony  may  have  the  benefits  of 
a  common  school  education.”  Instruction  is  given  in  the  higher 
branches  of  education  in  a  free  school,  supported  by  the  Methodist  mis¬ 
sions  at  Monrovia,  as  also  in  a  school  taught  by  a  Mr.  Anderson.  It  is 
also  an  interesting  fact,  that  the  Methodist  mission  has  established  a 
manual  labor  school  on  the  St.  Paul’s,  in  which  about  eighty  native 
youths  are  receiving  instruction.  The  Governor  is  erecting  suitable 
buildings  on  Factory  island,  in  the  St.  John’s  river,  for  a  high  school. 
The  funds  are  furnished  by  “the  Ladies’  African  School  Society  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia.”  These  buildings  are  to  be  of  brick,  sufficiently  extensive 
to  accommodate  a  large  boarding  school.  The  adjoining  lands  maybe 
cultivated  by  the  boys,  and,  if  desirable,  this  institution  may  thus  enjoy 
the  benefits  of  the  manual  labor  system  on  an  extended  scale.  If  all 
the  children  of  the  recently  arrived  emigrants  could  be  taught  in  board¬ 
ing  schools,  and  receive  instruction  in  the  most  important  departments 
of  manual  labor,  the  effects  would  be  most  happy  in  preserving  them 
from  the  injurious  influence  of  degrading  associates  at  home.  The 
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children  of  the  natives  and  of  the  Colonists  will,  in  this  institution, 
meet  on  grounds  of  equality,  grow  up  together  with  kindred  feelings  and 
mutual  regard,  and  thus  be  the  means  of  uniting  these  two  divisions  of 
the  race  for  their  common  interest. 

HEALTH  OF  THE  COLONY. 

The  Governor  says,  in  his  last  despatches,  October  21,  that  “  there 
is  less  sickness  in  the  Colony  than  at  any  period  for  the  last  eighteen 
months.  Even  the  white  misssion  families  have  enjoyed  good  health 
during  the  past  year.”  The  health  of  the  Colony  will  always  depend 
much  on  the  habits  and  condition  of  the  people.  Temperance,  cleanli¬ 
ness,  and  regularity  in  living,  especially  in  tropical  climates,  are  indis¬ 
pensable  to  health.  Exposure  to  the  night  air  and  mid-day  sun,  and 
the  free  use  of  fruits,  ought  always  to  be  avoided  by  the  newly-arrived 
emigrant  :  but  all  cautions  are  too  often  disregarded.  The  emigrant,  on 
getting  on  shore,  cannot  be  restrained  from  free  indulgence  in  eating 
fruits,  disregarding  all  admonitions.  He  cannot  understand  why  the  heat 
of  a  noon-day  sun  there  should  injure  him  more  than  an  equal  degree 
of  heat  in  this  country.  The  same  of  the  night  air :  many  apply  too 
little  labor  on  their  houses  ;  the  night  air  is  not  excluded.  Their  man¬ 
ner  of  living  is  irregular.  The  diet  of  the  poorer  classes,  being  princi¬ 
pally  vegetable,  is  deemed  by  many  to  be  unfavorable  to  those  emigrants 
who  have  been  accustomed  to  a  daily  supply  of  meat  in  this  country. 
Whatever  may  be  the  inducing  cause  of  the  diseases  which  have  attacked 
many  of  the  emigrants,  no  doubt  imprudence,  improvidence,  and  irreg¬ 
ularity,  have  given  to  these  diseases  much  of  their  virulence. 

But  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  freed  slaves,  who  have  been  generally 
well  provided  with  comfortable  clothing  and  nourishing  food,  which 
they  have  been  accustomed  to  receive  with  great  regularity,  can  be  re¬ 
moved  to  a  different  climate,  (whether  north  or  south,)  and  left  free  to 
direct  their  own  labor,  and  adopt  new  habits,  without  suffering  as  much 
as  our  emigrants  do  in  Liberia.  The  sufferings  of  the  colored  emigrants 
to  Liberia  have  been  less  than  the  sufferings  of  our  Pilgrim  fathers  in 
Massachusetts,  or  those  of  the  first  emigrants  to  Virginia;  and  Ave  doubt 
not  that  the  descendants  of  our  emigrants  will  find  Africa  as  congenial 
to  their  health,  as  is  New  England  to  her  present  population.  In  no 
country  or  climate  are  the  natives  more  healthy,  strong,  and  robust,  than 
in  Africa,  and  in  no  country  can  an  abundance  of  the  necessaries  of  life 
be  procured  more  cheaply  than  in  Liberia. 

AVARS  WITH  THE  NATIVES. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  to  culti¬ 
vate  peace  with  the  native  tribes,  and  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  Avars 
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between  the  native  kings  themselves.  Those  kings  who  reside  on  and 
near  the  coast,  have  for  a  long  time  been  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade, 
and  are,  in  a  great  degree,  subject  to  the  control  and  influence  of  the 
Slave  Traders.  The  first  attempt  made  by  the  American  Colonization 
Society  to  establish  a  settlement  at  Monrovia,  was  resisted  by  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  kings,  on  the  ground  that  the  Colony  would  obstruct  the 
Slave  Trade  ;  and  the  war  that  then  ensued  was  induced  by,  and  had  its 
origin  in,  this  trade.  After  the  arrival  of  Gov.  Buchanan  in  Liberia, 
tke  Slave  Trade  was  carried  on,  with  all  its  attendant  horrors,  by  a  pow¬ 
erful  king  named  Gatoomba,  residing  about  fifty  miles  interior  from 
Monrovia,  who,  with  his  confederates,  had  conquered  and  destroyed  the 
Dey  nation,  whose  territory  adjoined  the  Colony.  A  few  individuals 
who  escaped,  sought  the  protection  of  the  Governor,  who  gave  them 
a  home  near  Millsburg.  Here  they  were  attacked.  Some  were  shock¬ 
ingly  wounded  and  mangled  by  the  bloody  marauders,  who  sought 
them  for  slaves,  while  others  were  taken  captive.  The  Governor  sent 
messengers  to  demand  the  prisoners,  and  reparation  for  the  outrage. 
His  messengers  were  murdered,  and  a  cannibal  chief,  Gotorah,  was 
despatched  with  a  party  of- several  hundred  warriors,  to  destroy  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  mission,  stationed  at  Heddington.  The  defence  of 
the  station,  the  defeat  of  the  natives,  and  death  of  the  principal  and  sev¬ 
eral  other  chiefs,  have  been  already  published,  and  must  be  considered 
as  a  remarkable  interposition  of  Providence.  The  defence,  defeat,  and 
destruction  of  the  enemy,  were  principally  accomplished  by  two  Col¬ 
onists.  Gatoomba  resolved  to  avenge  the  death  of  his  chiefs.  He  was 
able  to  collect  an  army  sufficiently  powerful  to  endanger  the  existence 
of  the  Colony,  if  not  to  destroy  it.  The  Governor,  with  that  energy 
for  which  he  is  distinguished,  anticipating  his  movements,  marched  with 
about  two  hundred  volunteer  Colonists  to  the  country  of  the  hostile 
chief,  attacked  and  destroyed  his  town,  which  was  favorably  located, 
enclosed  by  pickets,  and  defended  by  cannon.  This  defeat,  and  the 
capture  and  destruction  of  their  strong-hold,  which  had  often  resisted  the 
attacks  of  powerful  native  armies,  alarmed  the  native  kings,  and  awaken¬ 
ed  their  fears  for  their  own  safety.  The  war  finally  terminated,  and  as 
the  result,  many  powerful  chiefs  voluntarily  entered  into  treaty  with 
the  Government,  and  sought  the  protection  and  friendship  of  the  Colo¬ 
ny — binding  themselves  to  abandon  the  Slave  Trade,  to  live  in  peace 
with  their  neighboring  kings,  and  submit  their  quarrels  to  the  arbitra¬ 
tion  of  the  Governor.  The  happy  effects  of  these  treaties  are  already 
felt  in  the  peace  that  prevails  from  Cape  Mount  to  Cape  Palmas— a 
distance  of  over  three  hundred  miles.  There  has  been  no  time  within 
the  recollection  of  the  oldest  inhabitants,  when  peace  prevailed  over  so 
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great  an  extent  of  che '.African  „c6a's».‘.  Aye  nre.  mainly  indebted  to  the 
Governor  for  the  preservation  of  fhe’CoIohy,’  anil  for  the  happy  exten¬ 
sion  of  its  influence,  hjis>  foresight,  in  furnishing,, the  Methodist  mission 
station  with  arms  and  ammunition,  was  ir(3  means  $>£ saving  the  place  and 
mission  from  destruction  ;  and  his  prompt  movements  against  the  strong¬ 
hold  of  the  powerful  Gatoomba,  his  judicious  arrangements  for  the 
attack,  which  he  led  himself,  under  a  kind  Providence,  secured  success 
with  little  loss.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  war  was  not  pro¬ 
voked  by  the  Colonists,  nor  do  the  natives  complain  of  any  hostile  or 
unfriendly  act  of  the  Colonists  or  the  Governor,  except  their  granting 
an  asylum  to  the  remnant  of  the  Dey  tribe,  who  sought  safety  in  the 
Colony. 

EXTENSION  OF  TERRITORY . 

Your  Committee  have  continued  to  urge  the  Governor  to  extinguish, 
by  purchase,  the  native  title  to  lands  lying  on  the  coast  within  the  bounds 
of  Liberia,  and  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Colony  north  to  Cape 
Mount.  He  is  directed  to  prepare  a  correct  map  of  Liberia,  on  which 
shall  be  laid  down  the  shape  of  the  coast,  the  various  settlements  in  the 
Colony,  the  rivers,  creeks,  forests,  &c.  He  is  also  directed  to  have  the 
recently  purchased  territory  explored,  and  laid  off  into  sections,  or  coun¬ 
ties,  to  be  called  Kentucky,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  &c.  This  arrangement  will  enable  the  Board  to  gratify 
the  wishes  of  those  friends  who  desire  the  emigrants  from  their  own 
State  to  be  located  together,  and  thus  perpetuate  the  name  of  the  State 
from  which  they  came,  and  by  which  they  may  continue  to  be  supported. 

In  addition  to  this,  there  are  other  strong  inducements  for  us  to  extend 
our  territory.  The  Slave  Trade  can  never  be  effectually  broken  up  Avithin 
the  Colony,  Avhile  the  natives  continue  to  own  intermediate  portions 
of  the  territory,  which  they  permit  sla\rers  to  occupy  ;  nor  can  a  com¬ 
munication  by  land  be  safely  kept  up  betiveen  our  various  settlements. 
An  additional  reason  for  our  solicitude  on  this  subject  is,  that  the  British 
Government,  and  the  agricultural  and  commercial  companies  preparing 
to  operate  in  Africa  under  its  protection,  are  treating  with  the  native 
kings  for  territory  on  the  coast.  Should  they  make  settlements  in  Li¬ 
beria,  it  Avould  embarrass,  if  not  defeat,  the  experiment  noiv  making 
there,  of  a  united  Representative  Government.  Nor  is  the  apprehension 
that  our  plans  may  be  thus  interfered  ivith,  groundless.  British  traders 
have  already  given  us  much  trouble,  by  making  settlements  in  our  im¬ 
mediate  neighborhood — claiming  title  under  the  right  of  purchase  from 
some  petty  chief. 

It  was  deemed  important  to  send  an  agent  to  England,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  obtaining  assurances  from  the  British  African  Societies,  and 
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trading  companies?,  .that  &'iey,wo.uld  not  .euerqac.h;  on.  the  territory  em¬ 
braced  within  the  present  limits  of  Liberia. 

Mr.  Gurley  was  selected. by  -your  Board  for , the  .performance  of  this 
duty.  In  carrying1  ojtfc  thus  qpp.omhnqnt,  tljetBxecUtive  Committee  in¬ 
structed  him  to  confine  himself  to  collecting  information  in  regard  to  the 
British  policy  in  Africa ;  to  inducing  them  to  abstain  from  encroaching 
on  the  territory  adjacent  to  our  settlements  ;  and  diffusing  information 
in  regard  to  the  true  character,  operation  and  practical  results  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society.  Before  the  expiration  of  the  time 
which  your  Board  allowed  Mr.  Gurley  for  his  visit,  he  asked  the 
committee  to  extend  it.  This  they  did  not  feel  authorised  to  do. 

Mr.  Gurley,  however,  has  not  yet  returned  to  this  country,  nor 
has  he  informed  us  how  far  he  has  succeeded  in  accomplishing  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  his  visit. 

A  large  tract  of  country  north  of  the  St.  Paul’s,  has  been  purchased 
from  the  remnant  of  the  Dey  nation,  and  the  protection  of  the  Colony  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  few  survivors  of  this  once  powerful  people.  The  Gover¬ 
nor  informs  us,  that  negotiations  were  pending  for  other  extensive  pur¬ 
chases,  and  we  trust  that  before  this  time  the  most  important  points 
have  been  secured.  It  ought  to  be  stated  that  purchases  made  from  the 
natives  do  not  require  their  removal.  Their  political  relations  only  are 
changed ;  they  are  required  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  the  Colony  ;  to 
give  up  their  barbarous  customs  of  trial  by  sasswood,  &c.,  and  to  aban¬ 
don  the  Slave  Trade — while  their  title  is  secured  to  their  homes  and 
their  lands. 


stNor. 

This  settlement,  planted  by  the  Mississippi  State  Colonization  Soci¬ 
ety,  has  received  no  new  emigrants  since  the  death  of  Governor  Finley, 
who,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  murdered  by  the  natives  when  absent 
from  the  Colony,  about  two  years  ago. 

The  Colony  was  then  in  a  most  prosperous  condition.  The  Governor 
had  provided  working  animals  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  all  the  Colonists. 
Had  he  been  spared  to  direct  the  industry  of  the  people,  this  settlement 
would  probably  have  made  greater  progress  than  any  other  in  Liberia ; 
but  in  losing  the  Governor,  the  Colonists  seem  to  have  lost,  in  some  de¬ 
gree,  their  energy.  They  are  now,  however,  gradually  improving  un¬ 
der  the  supervision  of  Gov.  Buchanan,  who  has  been  appointed  agent 
by  the  Mississippi  Society  ;  and  that  State,  which  has  suffered  more  se¬ 
verely  from  the  late  financial  difficulties  than  any  other  section  of  our 
country,  is  beginning  to  rise  from  its  embarrassments,  and  we  hope  will 
soon  be  able  to  aid,  with  its  wonted  liberality,  the  Colonization  enter¬ 
prise. 
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The  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  Societies  being  now  politically  united 
with  the  American  Colonization  Society,  we  hope,  with  their  cordial  co¬ 
operation  and  assistance,  to  be  able  to  strengthen  the  settlement  of  Si- 
nou,  by  sending  out  an  expedition  from  New  Orleans  in  tire  Spring,  and 
in  the  course  of  the  year  to  remove  all  the  slaves  freed  by  the  wills  of 
the  late  Capt.  Ross  and  Mrs.  Reed.  The  Governor  has  been  directed 
to  purchase  a  tract  of  country  lying  adjacent  to  Sinou,  that  the  territory 
of  this  settlement  may  be  enlarged. 

The  Committee  would  recommend  the  appointment  of  an  agent  at 
New  Orleans,  to  receive  and  provide  for  emigrants,  and  to  transact  the 
business  of  the  Society  in  that  city,  which  ought  to  be  the  place  of  em¬ 
barkation  for  emigrants  from  western  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Missouri,  and  the  country  below.  Great  expense  and  delay  would  be 
avoided  by  concentrating  our  business  for  the  West  and  South-west  at 
this  point.  With  the  co-operation  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Finley,  well  known 
as  an  early  and  active  friend  of  Colonization,  and  other  patrons  of  the 
Society,  a  good  agent  at  New  Orleans  would  render  most  essential 
service. 


CAPE  PALMAS. 

The  operations  of  this  Colony  continue  to  be  conducted,  both  in  this 
country  and  Liberia,  with  energy  and  success.  The  Colonists,  under 
the  supervision  of  Gov.  Russworm,  a  colored  man,  are  improving,  both 
in  their  moral  and  physical  condition. 

EMIGRANTS  SENT  OUT  BY  THE  LAST  EXPEDITION  OF 

THE  SALUDA. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  despatches  of  Governor  Bu¬ 
chanan,  announcing  the  painful  intelligence  of  the  death  of  several  of 
those  emigrants.  The  package  to  which  the  Governor  refers,  as  con¬ 
taining  the  physician’s  report  of  the  names,  and  particulars  of  each  case 
of  mortality,  has  not  been  received : 

“It  distresses  me  to  have  to  announce  the  melancholy  fact  of  several  more  deaths 
among  the  late  emigrants  since  my  last  despatch.  F orty-one,  in  all,  have  died.  It  is 
impossible  to  find  any  adequate  cause  for  this  almost  unparalleled  mortality.  The 
people  were  all  provided  with  comfortable  quarters  immediately  after  landing,  and 
every  possible  attention  was  bestowed  upon  them  during  their  illness.  Dr.  Johnso  n’, 
with  Dr.  THoiiJf  and  his  son,  as  assistants,  were  with  them  continually,  and  much  of 
Mr.  Sheridan's  time  also  was  devoted  to  them,  both  by  night  and  day ;  nurses  too 
were  provided  for  such  families  as  needed  them,  and  every  pains  were  taken  to  pro¬ 
cure  fresh  meats,  vegetables,  &e.,  for  their  use.  Still,  in  the  mysterious  orderings  of 
God’s  providence,  numbers  of  them  died,  in  spite  of  all  the  skill  and  care  with  which 
they  were  treated.  W e  mourn  their  loss,  and  wonder  at  the  terrible  dispensation  which 
has  so  soon  taken  them  away  from  us  ;  but  it  is  the  Lord’s  doings,  and  who  shall  arraign 
his  wisdom  or  his  mercy  1 

“  You  alluded  to  certain  reports  which  have  been  circulated  in  America,  that,  these 
poor  people  were  neglected  in  their  illness,  and  that  much  of  their  suffering  and  mor- 

3 


18 


TWENTY-FOURTII  ANNUAL  REPORT 


tality  might  have  been  prevented.  The  man  who  could  be  guilty  of  reporting  such 
malicious  falsehoods,  deserves  a  worse  punishment  than  I  should  be  willing  to  inflict. 
Can  it  be  that  disappointed  avarice  and  professional  jealousy  could  prompt  to  such  in¬ 
famous  conduct  7 

“  I  am  happy  to  say  that  all  the  surviving  emigrants  appear  to  be  entirely  over  the 
fever,  and  are  doing  well.  Most  of  them  are  in  their  houses  at  Bexley,  and  every 
mail  brings  me  good  reports  of  their  progress  in  clearing  and  planting  their  lands.” 

AVe  are  pained  to  learn  that  these  emigrants  suffered  so  fatally.  Every 
care  was  taken  to  furnish  them  with  all  necessary  comforts  before  they 
embarked.  Mattresses  and  bed-clothes  were  provided  for  every  individ¬ 
ual  not  previously  furnished  with  those  articles.  A  suit  of  woollen 
clothes,  and  a  pair  of  thick  shoes,  were  purchased  for  the  use  of  each 
man,  when  he  should  arrive  in  the  Colony.  Four  months’  provisions, 
consisting  of  mess-pork,  bacon,  corn  meal,  and  flour,  were  sent  out  by 
them,  and  a  well  selected  bill  of  medicine.  When  they  arrived  in  Li¬ 
beria,  they  were  provided  with  good  quarters,  and  attended  by  Dr.  John¬ 
son,  a  physician  of  high  respectability,  who  has  had  several  years’  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  Colony,  and  of  course  is  well  acquainted  with  the  dis¬ 
eases  of  the  country.  He  had  the  help  of  two  assistants  ;  and  we  have 
the  assurance,  not  only  of  the  Governor,  but  of  other  gentlemen,  that 
every  thing  which  medical  skill,  good  nursing,  and  kindness  could  do, 
was  done  for  them.  Still,  one-third  of  them  have  died.  This  melan¬ 
choly  information  is  not  more  painful  than  unexpected,  as  the  two  com¬ 
panies  that  preceded  them  suffered  but  little,  three  only  having  died, 
and  many  were  so  slightly  affected  by  the  fever,  as  not  to  be  confined  a 
single  day.  The  first  two  companies  were  located  on  the  St.  Paul’s, 
the  last  at  Edina.  Houses  had  been  erected  for  their  reception  at  Bex¬ 
ley,  a  rich  farming  district,  six  miles  up  the  St.  John’s  ;  but  it  was 
deemed  best  that  they  should  remain  at  Edina  until  their  acclimating 
fever  should  be  over,  this  village  being  esteemed  one  of  the  most  healthy 
on  the  coast,  and  affording  better  accommodations  for  them  than  any 
other.  We  deeply  regret,  however,  that  they  had  not,  as  we  directed, 
gone  to  Bexley  immediately  on  their  arrival,  as  we  believe  that  their 
sickness,  at  thqt  station,  would  have  been  comparatively  light.  Mr. 
Sheridan  says,  in  a  recent  communication  to  the  Board  : 

“  Since  the  removal  of  the  emigrants  to  Bexley,  there  have  been  only  two  deaths, 
supposed  to  have  been  occasioned  by  the  improper  indulgence  of  appetite.  So  greatly 
beneficial  was  the  change  felt  on  going  thither,  that  they  at  once  perceived  it,  and 
wished,  if  possible,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  coming  to  the  beach  at  all,  as  whoever  did 
so  was  sure  to  feel  the  worse  for  it.” 

ROAD  TO  THE  INTERIOR. 

The  Executive  Committee  have  for  some  time  been  anxious  to  open 
a  road  from  the  coast  to  the  mountain  country,  with  a  view  of  making  a 
spttlejnent,  believing  it  will  prove  much  more  healthy  than  those  on  the 
sea-board,  and  thus  render  the  acclimating  fever  harmless. 
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We  expressed  our  opinions  on  this  subject  in  our  last  report,  and 
more  information  has  increased  our  conviction  of  its  importance. 

We  are  happy  to  state,  we  have  received  assurances  that  this  road, 
which  had  been  commenced  prior  to  the  rainy  season,  will  be  prosecu¬ 
ted  with  vigor  as  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit.  We  hope  it  will  be 
extended  to  the  mountains  during  the  present  dry  season,  unless  the 
native  kings  should  object  to  its  being  opened  through  their  country. 
This  we  do  not  apprehend  ;  but,  should  objections  be  made,  we  believe 
that  the  influence  of  Governor  Buchanan  will  remove  them. 

When  the  Colony  was  commenced,  there  were  many  reasons  for  set¬ 
tling  on  the  coast : — limited  means,  the  want  of  all  facilities  for  trans¬ 
portation,  and  the  hostile  character  of  the  native  kings,  all  rendered  it 
impossible  to  establish  a  Colony  in  the  interior.  But  now,  when  the 
advantages  of  the  scheme  of  Colonization  are  admitted  by  a  large  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  American  people,  we  may  hope  that  the  friends  of  the  cause 
will  enable  the  Society  to  do  something  more  than  maintain  a  feeble  ex¬ 
istence.  Twenty -five  thousand  dollars  would  be  sufficient  to  complete 
the  road,  purchase  a  tract  of  country,  make  a  settlement,  and  "provide 
the  means  of  transportation  to  connect  it  with  the  coast.  The  settle¬ 
ments  immediately  on  the  Chesapeake  bay  are  so  unhealthy,  that  the 
inhabitants  are  forced  to  remove  in  summer,  or  suffer  from  the  annual 
fevers,  which  often  prove  fatal ;  while  the  country  not  far  interior  is 
healthy.  Many  such  instances  might  be  referred  to  in  this  country, 
and  fully  warrant  the  belief  that  a  settlement  in  the  interior  of  Liberia 
would  prove  to  be  comparatively  healthy,  and  that  emigrants  there  would 
suffer  little,  if  any,  from  acclimation.  Since  it  is  probable  that  a  set¬ 
tlement  might  be  made  where  the  emigrants  would  be  exempt  from  the 
fearful  mortality  experienced  by  the  late  and  some  previous  expeditions, 
it  is  due  to  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  to  the  whole  colored  race,  whose 
interests  we  are  laboring  to  promote,  to  make  the  experiment  immedi¬ 
ately,  while  we  are  favored  with  the  services  of  such  a  man  as  Governor 
Buchanan  at  the  head  of  the  Colony.  The  chances  of  success  under 
his  wise  and  energetic  administration,  are  all  in  our  favor,  and  we  hope 
the  work  will  be  prosecuted,  until  the  benefit  of  planting  a  Colony  in 
the  mountains  is  fully  tested.  Should  the  advantages  in  respect  to 
health,  however,  be  less  than  we  anticipate,  yet,  the  increased  commer¬ 
cial  facilities  secured  by  a  road  to  the  camwood  district,  would  amply 
repay  the  expense. 

DISASTERS  ATTENDING  THE  LAST  ATTEMPTED  EXPE¬ 
DITION  OF  THE  SALUDA. 

All  the  material  facts  and  circumstances  relating  to  this  subject,  are 
embraced  in  the  following  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  : 
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“  To  the  Editors  of  the  Richmond  Whig - 

“  Gentlemen, — In  your  paper  of  the  12th  instant,  a  writer,  over  the  signature  of 
‘  Richmond,’  makes  some  inquiries  about  the  emigrants  who  sailed  from  Norfolk,  in 
the  ship  Saluda,  on  the  3d  of  August. 

u  The  circumstances  in  relation  to  the  return  of  the  ship  to  Philadelphia,  arid  of  the 
emigrants,  would  have  been  communicated  to  the  public  through  the  Repository,  is¬ 
sued  the  15th  instant,  had  it  not  been  for  her  second  return  to  New  York,  for  which 
neither  myself  nor  my  colleagues  are  in  any  degree  blameable.  On  the  return  of  the 
Saluda,  in  June  last,  I  directed  her  to  be  examined  and  thoroughly  repaired,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Captain,  an  experienced  shipmaster  and  navigator,  and  who- 
was  to  command  her  on  her  next  voyage.  The  Captain  reported  ner  completely  re¬ 
paired,  and  seaworthy  in  every  wa.y.  She  received  her  cargo  on  board  at  New  York, 
and  proceeded  to  Norfolk  to  take  on  board  the  emigrants. 

“  Although  suffering  from  ill  health,  I  went  to  Norfolk  to  see  that  nothing: was  ne¬ 
glected  which  could  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  expedition.  After  furnishing  the 
necessary  stores  and  money,  and  leaving  the  Rev.  Wieliaji  McLain  to  receive  other 
emigrants  expected,  I  left  Norfolk  on  the  30th  of  July,  and  proceeded  to  Buffalo  to 
visit  my  family,  from  whom  I  had  been  absent  nearly  a  year,  and  to  recruit  my  health,, 
which  had  been  declining  for  some  months. 

“  The  Saluda  sailed  on  the  3d  of  August,  and,  after  being  out  a  short  time,  sprang 
aleak,  the  wind  blowing  heavily  from  the  southwest.  She  was  compelled  to  make  the 
Delaware  bay,  and  proceed  up  to  Philadelphia. 

“  Being  notified  of  her  arrival,  and  unable,  from  indisposition,  to  proceed  to  Philadel¬ 
phia,  I  directed  a  thorough  survey  of  the  ship,  and  to  have  her  repaired  or  abandoned 
as  might  be  found  proper,  and,  in  either  case,  to  forward  the  emigrants  and  cargo  with , 
the  least  possible  delay. 

“  On  a  survey,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  repair,  and,  under  the  care  of  experienced 
carpenters,  about  $  1,300  were  expended. 

“  During  this  time,  the  emigrants  were  visited  by  whites  and  blacks,  representing  the 
horrors  of  Liberia;  but  the  impressions  made  upon  them  were  unknown,  even  to  the 
Captain,  until  a  few  days  before  he  was  to  sail,  when  one  man  and  his  wife  left  the 
ship  ;  all  the  others  appeared  contented,  until  the  ship  was  about  to  haul  off  to  rc-com- 
mence  her  voyage,  when  several  went  ashore. 

“  After  the  Saluda  had  been  out  about  two  hundred  leagues,  she  was  again  compelled 
to  return  to  this  port,  having  sprung  a  new  leak. 

“Immediately  on  hearing  the  fact,  I  set  out  for  New  York,  and  chartered  a  new 
bark,  ‘the  Howard  the  cargo  is  now  being  put  onboard,  and  she  is  expected  to  sail 
on  Monday  next.  Our  friends  will  not  require  us  to  perform  impossibilities.  My 
friends  and  colleagues  two  years  ago  found  Colonization  greatly  depressed.  We  pur¬ 
chased  the  Saluda  for  the  Society,  on  private  credit,  which,  with  the  stores,  goods,  &c., 
involved  us  to  the  amount  of  $20,000.  The  three  previous  voyages,  as  well  as  our 
general  exertions,  had  been  successful. 

“  My  own  view's,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Executive  Committee,  on  the  subject  of  for¬ 
eign  or  local  interferance  with  our  Southern  institutions  and  emigrants,  were  well 
known,  and  recently  expressed  in  the  16th  and  17  numbers  of  the  Repository  for  this 
year. 

“  The  arr  ival  of  the  Saluda  at  Philadelphia,  in  distress,  was  a  misfortune,  and  one 
which  we  greatly  regret,  but  for  which  our  friends  will  not  hold  us  responsible. 

“  Interferance  with  our  emigrants,  of  a  similar  nature,  has  heretofore  occurred,  as  all 
know  who  have  attended  to  the  history  of  our  Society. 

“  The  letters  referred  to  by  1  Richmond,’  and  purporting  to  have  been  written  by  the 
negroes  who  had  gone  to  Toronto,  do  the  Captain  great  injustice.  Instead  of  facilita¬ 
ting  them  to  leave  the  ship,  he  admonished  them  to  beware  of  those  who  should  advise 
them  against  going  to  Liberia — a  country  which  he  had  recently  visited,  and  where,  he 
assured  them,  they  would  find  a  happy  community  and  a  good  home. 

“Captain  Parsons  is  a  worthy  man,  and  devoted  to  Colonization — in  evidence  of 
which,  he  had,  but  a  few  days  before,  made  a  donation  to  the  Society,  out  of  the  wages 
of  his  last  vovage,  of  fifty  dollars. 

“S.  WILKESON, 

“  Chairman  Executive  Committee  A.  C.  S. 

“New  York,  Sett.  16,  1840.” 
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After  the  discharge  of  the  Saluda,  she  continued  to  make  so  much 
water,  that  the  labor  of  two  men  was  necessary  to  keep  her  free.  Thus 
situated,  she  was  offered  for  sale  at  auction — $1,500  only  being  bid. 
She  was  finally  disposed  of,  at  private  sale,  for  $2,000. 

The  Committee  would  recommend  the  purchase  of  another  vessel  of 
about  three  hundred  tons,  double-decked,  new,  and  a  good  sailer.  The 
business  of  the  Society  cannot  be  carried  on  with  economy,  regularity, 
and  certainty,  by  chartering,  until  the  American  trade  on  the  coast  of 
Africa  is  much  increased. 

EXPEDITION  TO  LIBERIA. 

The  Executive  Committee  have  been  preparing  to  send  another  expe¬ 
dition  to  Liberia.  A  good  brig  of  two  hundred  tons  has  been  chartered, 
and  is  engaged  to  sail  on  the  ;iTst  of  February,  from  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
where  the  emigrants  are  to  embark. 

There  are  now  on  their  way  from  Dandridge,  Tennessee,  to  the 
place  of  embarkation,  ten  emigrants,  who  were  emancipated  by  the  will 
of  the  late  Mr.  Hugh  Martin,  on  condition  of  their  removing  to 
Liberia.  The  sum  of  $500  was  left  applicable  to  their  removal,  much 
of  which  will  necessarily  be  expended  in  getting  them  to  Norfolk — the 
distance  being  about  seven  hundred  miles. 

Twenty-seven  emigrants  are  on  their  way  from  Culpeper  Court-house, 
Virginia,  left  by  the  will  of  the  late  Thomas  Hall,  Esq.,  who  made  par¬ 
tial  provision  for  their  removal. 

There  are  also  four  children  to  go  from  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  sent 
by  Mrs.  Minor,  a  devoted  friend  of  Colonization.  We  understand 
that  these  children  were  left  to  her  as  a  legacy.  Instead,  how¬ 
ever,  of  availing  herself  of  their  services,  as  slaves,  she  regards  solely 
their  own  welfare,  and  sends  them  to  Liberia  to  be  educated,  where  no 
caste  or  color,  no  sense  of  inferiority,  operates  to  depress  the  mind ;  but 
every  motive  exists  to  arouse  its  energies  and  exercise  its  noblest  facul¬ 
ties.  Mrs.  Minor  has  set  an  example  worthy  of  all  imitation. 

With  this  expedition  are  to  sail  four  missionaries,  viz.  Rev.  J.  P. 
Alward  and  wife,  and  Rev.  O.  K.  Canfield  and  wife;,  also  Celia 
Vantine,  a  colored  girl,  who  goes  out  as  a  teacher,  and  Abraham 
Miller,  a  native  of  Africa,  who  has  been  some  time  in  this  country. 

The  abovenamed  missionaries  are  sent  by  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions.  They  are  to  remain  at  Cape  Palmas  until  they  be¬ 
come  acclimated,  but  their  final  destination  is  Settra  Kroo,  about  half 
way  between  Cape  Palmas  and  Bassa  Cove.  Messrs.  Alward  and 
Canfield  explored  that  part  of  the  country,  and  selected  the  field  of 
their  missionary  labors  more  than  a  year  ago.  They  penetrated  several 


*  Adverse  winds  delayed  her  till  the  3d. 
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miles  into  the  interior,  and  found  a  dense  population,  who  were  hospi¬ 
table  and  industrious,  and  expressed  an  earnest  desire  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  schools  and  missions  among  them. 

It  ought  perhaps  to  be  noticed,  that  these  missionaries  will  have  no 
danger  to  apprehend  from  locating  themselves  so  far  from  any  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  Colony,  as  the  Kroos  neither  own  slaves,  nor  engage  in  the 
Slave  Trade. 

We  rejoice  that  another  point  on  that  dark  coast  is  to  be  illuminated 
with  the  light  of  civilization  and  Christianity.  We  trust  that  these  mis¬ 
sionary  stations  will  continue  to  multiply,  and  that  the  influence  of  the 
Gospel  will  soon  be  felt  over  the  whole  extent  of  Liberia. 

THE  COLONY  AND  COLONISTS. 

Captain  Bell,  of  the  United  States  brig  Dolphin,  and  Captain  Payne, 
of  the  Grampus,  gentlemen  of  intelligence  and  high  respectability,  have 
sought  opportunity  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  condition 
and  prospects  of  the  Colonists.  Their  communications  to  their  friends 
in  relation  to  the  Colonists,  the  country,  the  Governor,  the  Slave  Trade, 
and  the  moral  and  physical  improvement  of  the  people,  are  interesting. 
Regarding  these  gentlemen  as  impartial  witnesses,  we  have  deemed  it 
due  to  the  patrons  of  this  Society  to  give  the  following  extracts : 

CAPTAIN  BELL  TO  MB.  CHESTER. 

“  On  the  26th  of  February,  I  accompanied  Governor  Buchanan  in  a  trip  up  the 
Stockton  and  St.  Paul’s  rivers.  We  left  Monrovia  at  ten  in  the  morning,  in  his  boat, 
pulled  by  four  stout  Kroornen.  W e  ascended  the  Stockton,  which  is  a  branch  of  the 
St.  Paul’s,  to  its  confluence  with  the  latter  river  above  Bushrod  Island.  On  our  way, 
we  stopped  at  the  upper  end  of  Bushrod  Island  to  visit  an  experimental  farm  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Society.  The  soil  is  a  rich  clay  loam,  planted  with  sugar-cane,  Indian 
com,  cassada,  sweet  potatoes,  plantains,  and  bananas,  all  growing  with  the  greatest 
luxuriance.  Sugar  mills  for  grinding  the  cane  are  about  being  erected,  machinery  fob 
which  is  on  the  spot,  lately  sent  out  by  the  Society.  A  number  of  hands,  some  of 
them  liberated  Africans,  were  employed  in  making  brick. 

“  A  few  miles  above  Bushrod  Island  we  landed  on  the  south  bank  of  the  St.  Paul's'. 
Here  are  a  number  of  farms  delightfully  situated.  Near  the  banks  of  the  river  is  an 
avenue  opened,  extending  in  a  straight  line  for  six  miles,  lined  with  plantain,  banana, 
and  orange  trees.  On  this  road  the  farms,  each  of  ten  acres,  are  situated ;  having  com¬ 
fortable  dwellings,  and  cultivated  with  cassada,  Indian  corn,  rice,  and  sweet  potatoes. 
Besides  the  fruit  trees  which  I  have  enumerated,  they  have  growing  near  their  dwel¬ 
lings,  the  pawpaw,  sour-sop,  and  lime  trees.  The  ground  is  undulating,  elevated  from 
ten  to  fifteen  feet  above  the  water,  and  commanding  beautiful  views  of  the  river  and 
opposite  banks,  which  are  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  and  enjoying  the 
sea-breeze  through  the  dav.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  splendor  of  an  African  forest — 
there  is  a  variety  from  the  lightest  to  the  darkest  green,  and  many  of  the  trees  of  gigan¬ 
tic  growth  have  beautiful  flowers  on  the  topmost  branches.  The  air  is  alive  with  birds, 
which  appear  to  sing  in  exultation  of  the  commencement  of  civilization  in  this  ne¬ 
glected  part  of  the  world.  They  build  their  nests  upon  the  highest  branches  to  enjoy 
the  breeze,  and  perhaps  the  prospect. 

“This  settlement  is  called  Caldwell.  The  emigrants  appear  contented;  have  their 
primary  schools  established  among  them  ;  one  of  which  we  passed,  containing  about 
twenty  scholars. 

“  On  our  way  through  this  settlement,  we  also  passed  a  justice’s  court  in  session, 
trying  some  small  cause. 
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“On  our  return,  we  stopped  at  New  Georgia,  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Stockton 
river.  This  is  a  settlement  of  liberated  African  slaves,  recaptured  by  our  cruisers, 
and  sent  here  by  our  Government;  they  also  have  had  farms  given  to  them,  and  are 
industrious  and  happy.  They  call  themselves  Americans,  and,  from  the  little  civiliza¬ 
tion  they  have  acquired,  feel  greatly  superior  to  the  natives  around  them.  They  have 
the  same  privileges  as  the  emigrants;  have  a  vote  at  the  elections;  each  man  has  his 
musket,  and  is  enrolled  in  the  militia.  Their  women,  instead  of  being  nearly  naked,  as 
all  the  native  African  women  are,  we  found  dressed  in  the  same  modest  manner  as  our 
own  emigrants.  All  take  great  pride  in  imitating  the  customs  and  manners  of  those 
who  are  more  civilized,  having  furniture  in  their  houses,  and  many  comforts  they  never 
dreamed  of  in  their  own  country.  I  asked  a  man,  who,  I  had  learned,  was  from  the 
river  Congo,  if  he  wished  to  return  to  his  own  country  1  His  answer  was  ‘  no ;  if  I 
go  back  to  my  country,  they  make  me  slave — I  am  here  free — no  one  dare  trouble 
me.  I  got  my  land — my  wife — my  children  learn  book — all  free.  I  am  here 
white  man' 

“  I  will  here  remark  that  the  emigrants  are  called  white  by  the  natives  on  the  coast, 
who  appear  to  think  that  the  word  denotes  intelligence. 

“We  also  visited,  on  this  river,  a  settlement  of  apart  of  a  tribe  driven  from  their 
country  by  one  of  the  neighboring  chiefs,  who  was  collecting  a  drove  for  the  slave- 
market.  They  sought  refuge  and  protection  by  entering  the  American  Colony ;  they 
also  had  lands  given  to  them ;  they  appeared  much  pleased  with  our  visit,  and  are  happy 
in  their  new  homes,  under  the  shade  of  their  banana  and  plantain  trees,  ‘with  none  to 
make  them  afraid.’  We  returned  in  the  evening  to  Monrovia,  much  gratified  with 
our  jaunt.  On  the  rivers,  we  passed  man}7  canoes  paddled  by  emigrants,  bringing 
the  produce  of  the  soil  to  Monrovia,  which,  a  little  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  were 
freighted  with  the  poor  negro  for  the  slave-market. 

******* 

“  The  Colony,  even  now  in  its  infant  state,  has  great  influence  with  the  neighboring 
kings  or  chiefs.  Whenever  they  have  disputes  to  settle,  instead  of  going  to  war,  as 
was  formerly  the  case,  they  refer  the  matter  in  dispute  to  Governor  Buchanaic,  and 
appear  to  be  always  satisfied  with  his  decision.  A  short  time  previous  to  my  arrival, 
five  kings  came  to  Monrovia  on  this  errand,  and,  after  a  ‘  palaver’  with  the  Governor, 
went  away  satisfied.  The  people  of  the  surrounding  country  know  that  the  Colony 
is  a  friend  to  their  race,  and,  whenever  they  are  oppressed,  fly  to  the  settlement  for 
protection. 

“  Governor  Btjchat?an  is  an  intelligent ''man,  and  is,  in  every  respect,  qualified  for 
the  station  he  holds.  He  is  mild,  but  firm  and  determined,  and  understands  well  the 
kind  of  people  he  has  to  govern.  He  has  frequently  exposed  himself  in  conflict  with 
the  natives,  and  they  respect  and  fear  him.  A  better  selection  could  not  have  been 
made  by  the  American  Colonization  Society  to  fill  this  important  post;  and  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that,  if  Mr.  Buchaxan  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  remain  here  for  four  or  five 
years,  he  could  place  the  Colony  on  such  a  basis,  as  would  be  felt  for  generations  to 
come.  It  now,  principally  owing  to  his  judicious  management,  has  an  influence  far 
greater  with  the  chiefs  surrounding  it  than  Sierra  Leone,  backed  by  the  power  of  the 
British  Government. 

******* 

“  Sunday ,  March  22. — I  this  day  went  to  the  Baptist  church  at  Monrovia,  and 
heard  an  intelligent  discourse  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Teage;  the  congregation  was  respecta¬ 
ble  and  attentive.  When  seated  in  church,  I  could  not  help  reflecting  that,  less  than 
twenty-five  years  ago,  that  very  spot  on  which  the  church  was  built  was  the  place 
where  the  natives  assembled  to  worship  the  Devil,  and  was  now  consecrated  to  the  ado¬ 
ration  of  the  Living  Gon !  This  fact  is  well  known  to  ever}7  one  in  the  Colony.  Can 
Christians  say  that  the  American  Colonization  Society  has  done  nothing  1 

“  Previous  to  the  settlement  of  Liberia,  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  St.  Paul,  Messurado, 
and  St.  John,  were  the  greatest  marts  for  slaves  on  the  windward  coast.  Thousands 
came  annually  down  those  streams  for  transportation;  now  those  rivers  are  used  by 
husbandmen  to  bring  their  produce  to  Monrovia,  Grand  Bassa,  and  Edina,  and  the 
negro  paddles  his  canoe  in  safety,  under  the  protection  of  the  benevolent  institutions 
founded  by  the  Colonization  Society. 

******  * 

“  It  would  seem  to  every  one,  that  the  only  effectual  way,  (on  this  part  of  the  coast 
at  least,)  to  destroy  the  Slave  Trade,  is  to  break  up  the  slave  stations. 
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“As  far  as  I  could  learn,  there  are  but  two  between  Cape  St.  Ann  and  Cape  Coast 
Castle,  one  at  Gallinas  and  the  other  at  New  C esters.  One  hundred  resolute  men, 
landed  at  either  of  those  places,  would  break  up  the  whole  concern  in  a  few  hours ; 
under  present  circumstances,  such  are  the  immense  profits,  that  it  will  never  stop. 
Pedro  Bl  anco,  who  is  one  of  the  principal  slave  dealers  at  Gallinas,  as  well  as  others 
in  the  Trade,  say  that  if  they  can  save  one  vessel  in  three,  the  business  is  still  profitable. 
This  can  easily  be  believed,  for  I  was  informed,  when  at  the  Gallinas  a  few  days  ago, 
that  slaves  could  be  purchased  for  less  than  twenty  dollars  a  piece,  in  trade ,  and  the 
price  for  them  in  Cuba  is  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  cash.  A  short  time 
before  I  came  on  the  coast,  the  ship  Venus,  of  Havana,  took  on  board  at  Gallinas  nine 
hundred,  and  about  eight  hundred  were  landed  in  Cuba,  and,  after  paying  for  the 
vessel  and  all  expenses,  she  cleared  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

“  The  slave  stations  are  generally  owned  by  Spaniards  or  Portuguese,  who  pretend 
to  place  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  negro  king  in  their  vicinity ;  they  furnish 
him  with  muskets,  ammunition,  &c.,  which  makes  him  more  powerful  than  the  chiefs 
around  him,  on  whom  he  makes  war.  He  attacks  their  towns,  puts  to  death  all  the 
old  persons  and  small  children,  and  the  rest  are  brought  to  the  coast  and  sold  to  his 
employers.  Here  they  are  placed  in  slave  baracoons,  (or  prisons,)  ready  to  ship  when 
a  vessel  arrives.  At  Gallinas  there  are  now  five  thousand,  waiting  for  opportunities  to 
be  sent  off.  A  slaver  anchors  in  the  evening,  takes  on  board  three  or  four  hundred 
that  night,  and  is  off  with  the  land  breeze  in  the  morning.  If  she  can  run  twenty 
miles  without  molestation,  she  is  beyond  the  usual  cruising  ground  of  men-of-war, 
and  safe  until  she  arrives  in  the  vicinity  of  the  West  Indies,  where  the  chance  of  cap¬ 
ture  is  very  small.” 

*****  *  * 

CAPTAIN  P  A  I  5  E  TO  PItOIJSSOR  SREEXLEAF. 

“  Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  August  16,  1840. 

“Dear  Sir, — Having  lately  visited  the  Colonies  of  the  colored  people  from  the 
United  States,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  whose  fate  I  am  aware  you  take  much  interest, 
1  am  able  to  assure  you  that  their  condition  confirms  the  hopes  of  the  friends  of  Colo¬ 
nization.  My  opinion  of  their  importance  is  quite  changed,  on  a  nearer  view  of  their 
Actual  state  and  capacities.  I  had  supposed  them  weak,  and  their  influence  limited. 
I  found  them  exercising  a  moral  influence,  calculated  to  do  more  for  the  cause  of 
humanity  than  I  believed  possible,  from  the  restricted  means  of  the  Society  in  the 
United  States. 

“This  Society  and  the  Colonies  have  suffered  abuse  in  such  varied  forms,  that  I 
should  hardly  know  where  to  commence  their  defence  ;  but  will  offer  you  my  own 
impressions  on  some  points  which  I  remember  to  have  heard,  or  seen  selected,  to  injure 
them  with  the  community. 

“They  have  been  accused  of  participating  in  the  Slave  Trade;  this  I  consider  en¬ 
tirely  false. 

“  The  British  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  containing  probably  ten  times  the  number 
of  inhabitants,  and  which  has  cost  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  one  hundred  times 
the  sum  raised  by  the  American  Colonization  Society,  has  now  less  real  and  perma¬ 
nent  influence  for  good  than  the  little  group  of  settlements  commenced  and  sustained 
by  private  philanthropy  in  this  country. 

“  There  are  two  principal  reasons  for  this  disparity  in  their  influence.  While  the 
subscriptions  to  the  funds  of  the  Society  were  at  a  low  ebb,  the  Colonists  were  taught 
to  depend  on  themselves ;  and  they  made  such  use  of  the  lesson,  that  I  have  no  doubt 
of  their  capability  to  sustain  themselves — to.  increase  and  extend  their  influence,  even 
without  further  aid.  When  attacked,  they  have  always  defended  themselves  nobly, 
though  obliged  often  to  contend  with  vastly  superior  numbers.  But  the  principal  rea¬ 
son  of  their  superiority  to  the  African  British  Colonies  is,  I  think,  that  they  have  no 
whites  to  seize  on  the  lucrative  and  respectable  situations.  I  was  so  forcibly  struck 
with  their  position  in  this  particular,  that  I  will  not  disguise  my  opinion,  which  is, 
that  no  white  man  should  be  admitted  into  the  Colony  as  a  resident,  except  perhaps 
the  Governor.  If  the  missionary  societies  will  support  stations  there,  their  messengers 
should  be  colored  men.  Colored  men,  I  repeat,  should  hold  all  the  situations  which 
command  respect,  and  exercise  important  influence.  The  Colonists  of  Sierra  Leone, 
&c.,  are  in  a  position  similar  to  that  held  by  the  Africans  of  the  non-slaveholding 
States — ‘among  us,  but  not  of  us’ — with  ample  political,  but  no  social  advantages,  and 
principally  for  the  above  reasons.” 
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By  the  last  arrival  from  Liberia,  we  received  a  long  communication 
from  an  intelligent  Colonist,  containing  much  general  and  practical 
information,  from  which  we  extract  the  following  paragraph : 

“  On  the  subject  of  schools,  it  becomes  me  to  he  very  modest,  never  having  had  the 
privilege  of  being  taught  in  one.  To  do  good  on  the  most  extensive  scale,  will  be  to 
set  up  manual  labor  schools ;  and  for  the  present  we  may  find  men  enough  to  cany  on 
establishments  of  this  kind,  (for  it  is  on  the  younger  class  of  our  children  that  our 
hopes  now  centre,)  and  introduce  as  many  natives  as  can  be  made  entirely  subject  to 
the  order  and  economy  of  such  an  establishment,  setting  aside  forever  those  distinc¬ 
tions  aimed  at  being  kept  up  between  the  children  of  the  Colonists  and  those  of  the 
natives;  that  is,  let  them  be  fed  and  clothed,  and  marked  alike  in  every  thing — be 
taught  to  know  that  God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  that  exist  on  the 
face  of  this  wide  earth.  If  this  is  not  done,  poor  Africa  will  yet  stretch  out  her  hands 
in  vain,  if  those  who  ought  to  be  her  helpers  still  conspire  to  tread  her  into  the  dust.” 


CONCLUSION. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  would  congratulate  the  patrons  of  the 
Society  on  its  cheering  prospects,  both  in  this  country  and  in  the  Colony. 
Prejudices  against  Colonization  are  subsiding  in  every  part  of  our  coun¬ 
try,  and  confidence  is  increasing.  We  cannot  doubt  that,  by  patience 
and  perseverance,  and  by  rigid  economy,  the  great  objects  of  the 
founders  of  the  Society  will  ultimately  be  secured,  a  desirable  home  be 
provided  for  the  free  colored  people  of  our  own  country,  where  the 
strongest  inducements  will  be  presented  for  their  elevation  and  improve¬ 
ment,  and  incalculable  good  result  to  Africa. 

No  difficulties  have  occurred,  either  in  this  country  or  the  Colony, 
which  ought  to  discourage  the  friends  of  the  Society,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
there  is  much  to  cheer  us  on  to  more  vigorous  efforts. 

The  difficulties  heretofore  experienced  in  obtaining  correct  reports  of 
the  disbursements  and  expenses  in  the  C olony,  no  longer  exist.  Correct 
and  full  returns  ol  the  disposition  made  of  all  goods,  provisions  and 
moneys  sent  out,  are  duly  made,  in  a  correct,  business-like  style. 

The  Governor  has  been  directed  to  furnish  the  Committee  with  the 
census  of  the  various  settlements  of  the  Colony,  number  of  improved 
acres,  with  the  crops  raised,  <fcc.  This  census  had  not  been  completed 
at  the  time  of  writing  his  last  despatches,  but  enough  is  known  to  satisfy 
us  that  we  have  over-estimated  the  number  of  inhabitants.  The  causes 
which  have  induced  removals  from  the  Colony  to  British  settlements, 
have  ceased  to  exist,  and  we  trust  will  never  again  recur.  We  may 
rationally  hope,  that  every  year  will,  with  the  blessing  of  Providence, 
furnish  increasing  evidence  of  the  wisdom  and  benevolence  of  the  Colo¬ 
nization  enterprise.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


To  the  Board 


S.  WILKESON, 

W.  W.  SEATON, 

M.  St.  CLAIR  CLARKE, 
HENRY  L.  ELLSWORTH 
HUDSON  31.  GARLAND, 
RICHARD  S.  COXE, 
HARVEY  LINDSLYk 
cf  Directors  of  the  A.  C.  S. 


Exec.  Com. 
’  \  Am.  C.  SoCi 
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The  Annual  Report  having  been  read,  was  accepted,  and  referred  to1 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  consideration. 

The  Society  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Officers  for  the  ensuing 
year ;  whereupon, 

Hon.  Henry  Clay  was  unanimously  elected  President. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Vice  Presidents,  viz.-— 


1.  John  C.  Herbert,  of  Maryland. 

2.  General  John  H.  Cocke,  of  Virginia. 

3.  Daniel  Webster,  of  Massachusetts. 

4.  Charles  F.  Mercer,  of  Florida. 

5.  Rev.  Jeremiah  Day,  D.  D.,  of  Conn. 

6.  John  Cotton  Smith,  of  Connecticut. 

7.  Theodore  Frelinghuysen,  of  N.  York. 

8.  Louis  McL'ane,  of  Baltimore. 

9.  General  A.  Macomb,  of  Washington. 

10.  Moses  Allen,  of  New  York. 

11.  General  W.  Jones,  of  Washington. 

12.  Francis  S.  Key,  of  Washington. 

13.  Samuel  H.  Smith,  of  Washington. 

14.  Joseph  Gales,  Jr.,  of  Washington. 

15.  Right  Rev.  William  Meade,  D.  D.,  As¬ 

sistant  Bishop  of  Virginia. 

16.  Alexander  Porter,  of  Louisiana. 

17.  John  McDonough,  of  Louisiana. 

18.  S.  L.  Southard,  of  New  Jersey. 

19.  George  Wash.  Lafayette,  of  France. 

20.  Rev.  James  O.  A.  hew,  Bishop  of  the 
Methodist  E.  C  h. 

2 1 .  William  Maxwell,  of  Virginia. 

22.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio. 

23.  Walter  Lowrie,  o  ' New  York. 

24.  Jacob  Burnett,  of  Ohio. 

25.  Joshua  Darling,  of  New  Hampshire. 

26.  Dr.  Stephen  Duncan,  of  Mississippi. 

27.  William  C.  Rives,  of  Virginia. 


28.  Nicholas  Brown,  of  Rhode  Island. 

29.  Rev  J.  Laurie,  D.  D.,  of  Washington. 

30.  Rev.  William  Hawley,  of  Washington 

31.  Rev.  William  Winans,  of  Mississippi. 

32.  James  Boorman,  of  New  York  City. 

33.  Henry  A.  Foster,  of  New  York. 

34.  Doctor  John  Ker,  of  Mississippi. 

35.  Robert  Campbell,  of  Georgia. 

36.  Peter  D.  Vroom,  of  New  Jersey. 

37.  Alexander  Reed,  of  Pennsylvania. 

38.  James  Garland,  of  Virginia. 

39.  Rev.  Thomas  Morris,  Bishop  of  the 
Methodist  E.  Church,  Ohio. 

4-0.  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Griswold,  of  Boston. 

41.  Rt.  Honorable  Lord  Bexley,  of  London. 

42.  William  Short,  of  Philadelphia. 

43.  Elijah  Paine,  of  Vennont. 

44.  Willard  Hall,  of  Delaware. 

45.  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Otey,  of  Tennessee. 

46.  Gerald  Ralston,  of  London. 

47.  Courtland  Van  Rensselaer,  of  N.  J. 

48.  James  Ronaldson,  of  Philadelphia. 

49.  Doctor  Hodgskin,  of  London. 

50.  Rev.  E.  Burgess,  D.  D.,  of  Dedham, 
Massachusetts. 

51.  Thos.  E.  Hazard,  of  Providence,  R.  I. 

52.  Dr.  Thos.  Massie,  of  Tye  River  Mills, 
Virginia. 

53.  Gen.  Alexander  Brown,  of  Virginia. 


The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  3d  Tuesday  of  January,  1842. 


ABRIDGED 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 
The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Colonization  Society 
was  then  organized.  Members  present : 

Hon.  Joseph  R.  Underwood,  of  Kentucky, 

Rev.  G.  W .  Bethune,  D.  D.,  of  Pennsylvania, 

Stephen  Colwell,  Esq.,  of  Pennsylvania, 

Rev.  J.  B.  Pinney,  of  Pennsylvania, 

Rev.  Thomas  E.  Bond,  M.  D.,  of  New  York, 

A.  G.  Phelps,  Esq.,  of  New  York, 

Rev.  L.  Bacon,  of  Connecticut, 

Honorable  J.  Garland,  of  Yirginia, 

W.  W.  Seaton,  Esq.,  ~) 

Honorable  H.  L.  Ellsworth,  K-of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Doctor  H.  Lindsly,  J 

Honorable  S.  Wilkeson,  President  of  the  Board. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Honorable  J.  W.  At,  lex,  of  Ohio,  be  appointed  to  fill  the  vacan¬ 
cy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  the  Honorable  Thojias  Corwin. 

The  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  taken  up  and  consid¬ 
ered,  and  thatpart  of  it  relating  to  the  retail  trade  in  the  Colony,  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  Messrs.  Bacon,  Bond,  and  Colwell. 

That  part  relating  to  an  agency  at  New  Orleans,  was  referred  to 
Messrs.  Allen,  Phelps,  and  Ellsworth. 

That  part  relating  to  the  general  state  of  the  Colony,  was  referred  to 
Messrs.  Bethune,  Ellsworth,  and  Underwood. 

The  Board  adjourned  to  9  o’clock,  Thursday,  the  21st. 


Thursday ,  2 1  st  inst.- — The  Board  metr  agreeably  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Allen,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  that 
part  of  the  Report  relating  to  the  agency  at  New  Orleans,  made  the 
following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Annual  Re¬ 
port  as  relates  to  the  establishment  of  an  agency  at  New  Orleans,  re¬ 
port  : 

That,  in  view  of  the  general  operations  of  the  'merican  Coloniza¬ 
tion  Society,  with  which  both  the  Mississippi  aim  Louisiana  State  So- 
•mtie§  are  now  politically  united,  the  Committee  esteems  the  proposed 
agency  of  the  first  importance.  The  Western  and  Southwestern  States 
have  contributed  largely  to  the  treasury  of  the  Society,  and  many  emi¬ 
grants  have  been  sent  from  them ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  amount  of 
contributions  and  the  number  of  emigrants  will  be  grdatly  increased,  by 
enabling  the  friends  of  our  cause  economically  to  apply  the  fruits  of 
their  liberality,  by  an  easy,  speedy,  and  cheap  transportation  of  the 
emigrants  to  the  place  of  embarkation. 

While  the  cost  of  removing  them  from  Mississippi  to  Norfolk,  or 
any  other  Atlantic  seaport,  is  much  more  than  that  incurred  between 
Norfolk  and  Africa,  and  the  length  of  time  consumed  greater,  the  ex¬ 
pense  from  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans  would  be  relatively  nothing. 
The  time  occupied  in  bringing  them  to  the  Atlantic  is  necessarily  so 
great,  and  the  journey  subject  to  so  many  contingencies,  that,  in  order 
that  the  emigrants  may  with  certainty  reach  the  port  in  season  for  the 
sailing  of  the  vessel,  they  must  start  so  early  That,  if  they  be  pi'ospered 
on  their  way,  they  arrive  a  considerable  time  before  the  vessel  can  be 
prepared  for  her  return  voyage  ;  or  if,  by  accident,  they  be  retarded,  the 
vessel  must  be  retarded,  or  sail  with  perhaps  but  half  her  complement 
of  passengers. 

From  even  the  upper  States  on  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio,  the  emi¬ 
grants  can  be  taken  to  New  Orleans  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  and  such 
is  now  the  rapidity  with  which  information  can  be  carried  up,  as  well 
as  down,  those  rivers,  that  ample  time  would  elapse,  after  the  arrival 
of  the  vessel  from  Africa,  to  give  the  necessary  notice  to  the  emigrants, 
wherever  they  might  be,  of  the  time  of  her  next  departure. 
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To  carry  out  the  suggestion,  a  vessel  must  be  purchased  by  the  So¬ 
ciety,  to  run  as  a  regular  packet  between  New  Orleans  and  the  coast  of 
Africa.  Experience  has  shown  that  the  expense  of  doing  this  is  much 
less  than  that  incurred  in  chartering  vessels  for  particular  voyages,  the 
amount  of  which,  for  a  few  trips,  would  be  equivalent  to  the  cost  of  a 
suitable  vessel,  that  would  last  for  years.  It  is  important,  too,  because 
the  Society  can  control  her  as  may  be  expedient,  anticipating  or  delay¬ 
ing  the  time  of  sailing  from  the  country,  which,  if  the  vessel  were 
^bartered,  could  not  be  done  but  at  serious  loss. 

The  day  is  not  remote,  it  is  hoped,  when  the  regular  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Africa  will  be  so  great,  as  to 
supersede  the  necessity  for  the  Society  to  either  own  or  charter  vessels. 

The  cost  of  a  suitable  vessel  is  estimated  at  about  $10,000,  and  the 
Committee  express  the  belief  that  the  friends  of  the  Society  at  the 
South  will  furnish  the  greater  part  of  it,  as  the  vessel  is  to  be  more 
especially  for  their  convenience. 

It  will  require  no  argument  for  the  Committee  to  show,  that,  if  Col¬ 
onization  continues  to  be  prosecuted,  an  agency  at  New  Orleans  will 
be  indispensable. 

Mr.  B  ethune,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
that  part  of  the  Report  relating  to  the  general  state  of  the  Colony,  pre¬ 
sented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  the  general  state  of  the  Colony,  beg  leave  re¬ 
spectfully  to  report : 

That  it  gives  them  great  pleasure  to  learn,  that  there  is  an  increasing 
attention  to  agriculture  within  the  Colony,  especially  in  the  cultivation 
of  coffee  trees  and  the  sugar  cane.  As  the  premiums  ordered  by  the 
Board,  the  last  year,  for  the  encouragement  of  this  branch  of  industry, 
seemed  to  have  had  a  happy  effect,  your  Committee  recommend  that 
the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to  continue  such  encourage¬ 
ment,  and  increase  it  at  their  discretion.  It  appears  to  your  Committee 
very  desirable  that  domestic  animals  and  beasts  of  burden  should  be 
introduced  and  propagated  within  the  Colony,  and  they  agree  with  the 
Report  in  believing  that  we  cannot  expect  the  Colonists  generally  to 
succeed  in  their  fanning  operations,  or  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  high 
civilization,  until  they  have  the  advantage  of  live-stock.  They  there¬ 
fore  suggest  that  the  Executive  Committee  should  request  the  Governor 
to  prosecute  such  measures  for  advancing  this  important  interest  as  in 
their  wisdom  may  seem  best.  It  is  to  the  advancement  of  agriculture 
that  we  must  look,  under  Providence,  for  the  prosperity  and  comfort 
of  the  Colony. 

Your  Committee  are  happy  to  learn  that  a  road  from  the  coast  to 
the  mountain  country  has  been  commenced,  and  hope  that  the  work 
will  be  carried  on  with  the  utmost  vigor.  The  expense,  (viz.  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  territory,  the  making  of  the  road,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
settlement,)  as  estimated  by  the  Executive  Committee,  ($25,000,)  may 
be  great;  but,  were  it  much  greater,  the  advantages  resulting  from  such 
a  road  would  be  cheaply  purchased,  and  we  are  persuaded  that  the 
friends  of  Colonization  will  cheerfully  supply  the  requisite  means, 
when  they  consider  the  importance  of  the  work. 
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In  the  first  place,  the  greater  health  fulness  of  the  higher  lands  en¬ 
courages  us  to  hope  that  our  emigrants  may  be  spared  from  many  of 
the  dangers  that  now  exist  on  the  coast.  An  interior  settlement  will 
withdraw  its  inhabitants  from  temptations  adverse  to  regular  indus¬ 
try,  and  induce  greater  attention  to  agriculture.  The  immense  forests 
of  camwood  found  upon  the  mountains,  especially  if  beasts  of  burden 
and  draught  he  introduced  into  the  Colony,  would  soon  and  amply  pay 
the  cost ;  and,  what  is  very  important,  the  influence  which  such  a  work 
would  have  in  convincing  the  natives  of  the  benefits  of  civilization  by 
such  a  practical  example,  and  the  increased  readiness  by  which  mission¬ 
ary  zeal  could  reach  them,  must  be  apparent  to  every  one  who  consid¬ 
ers  the  subject. 

Your  Committee  would  suggest  that  the  Executive  Committee  be 
directed  to  acquire  by  purchase,  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  whole  ter¬ 
ritory  yet  remaining  in  the  ownership  of  the  natives,  between  Cape 
Mount  and  Cape  Palmas — the  reasons  for  such  a  measure  stated  in  the 
Report  being  clear  and  urgent. 

Your  Committee  have  great  pleasure  in  observing  the  enlightened 
zeal  with  which  the  Governor,  Mr.  Buchanan,  has  devoted  himself  to 
the  encouragement  of  Colonial  industry. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

G.  W.  BETI1UNE,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Bacon,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
subjects  of  trade,  currency,  and  imposts  in  the  Colony,  made  a  long 
and  able  report,  embracing  a  consideration  of  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the  rights  secured  to  the  Colonists  by  the 
Constitution  which  they  have  adopted ;  touching  also  on  some  recent 
difficulties  in  the  Colony,  which  had  grown  out  of  the  conflicting  opin¬ 
ions  of  the  Colonists,  in  relation  to  the  extent  of  the  legislative  powers 
secured  to  the  Colonial  Council,  and  referring  to  the  relative  powers  of 
the  Board,  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  the  Governor. 

The  report  presents  the  administration  of  Governor  Buchanan  in 
terms  of  high  approbation,  as  having  been  eminently  wise  and  energetic, 
tending  greatly  to  strengthen  the  hopes  of  the  Colony,  and  to  secure 
the  confidence  of  the  friends  of  Colonization. 

The  report  was  adopted,  with  the  following  resolutions  accompany¬ 
ing  it : 

Resolved,  That  provision  should  be  made  by  law ,  first,  that  importations  by  the 
missions,  and  by  the  Colonization  Society,  enjoy  hereafter  no  exemption  from  duties; 
and,  secondly,  that  duties  be  paid,  or  security  be  given  for  the  pa}'ment  thereof,  before 
the  goods  are  delivered  to  the  importer. 

Resolved,  That  no  person,  other  than  a  citizen  of  Liberia,  shall  carry  on  trade  in 
the  Colony;  provided,  that  nothing  in  this  resolution  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
missionaries,  residing  in  the  Colony  by  permission,  from  making  any  arrangement 
with  any  merchant  or  citizen  of  the  Colony,  by  which  the  missionary  may  draw  upon 
such  merchant  for  money  or  goods,  in  favor  only  of  himself,  or  of  persons  who  have 
rendered  services  to  the  missionaries,  or  furnished  them  with  articles  for  their  con¬ 
sumption,  and  provided  that  such  draft  is  in  no  way  issued  or  circulated  as  currency ; 
provided,  further ,  that  this  resolution  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prohibit  the  su- 
permtendent  of  any  missionaiy  society  from  distributing  among  the  preachers  or  phy¬ 
sicians  connected  with  his  mission,  in  payment  of  their  services,  any  goods  or  provi¬ 
sions  sent  him  by  said  society. 
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Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  and  proper  to  suppress,  by  law,  the  issue  of  indi¬ 
vidual  or  company  tickets,  or  bills,  to  be  circulated  as  a  currency  in  the  Colony  of 
Liberia. 

Resolved ,  That  the  power  to  provide  a  currency  for  the  Colony  of  Liberia  belongs 
properly  and  exclusively  to  this  Board,  and  that  this  Board  will,  from  time  to  time, 
provide  a  paper  currency  for  the  Colony,  at  all  times  redeemable  in  specie  in  Liberia, 
and  that  no  other  paper  currency  should  at  any  time  be  tolerated. 

Adjourned  to  9  o’clock,  Friday  morning,  22d  instant. 

Friday,  22 d  instant. — The  Board  met,  according  to  adjournment. 
Hon.  S.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  appeared  and  took  his  seat.  The  Board  then 
passed  the  acts  necessary  to  carry  out  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

The  Rev.  Wm.  McLain  was  appointed  editor  of  the  African  Repos¬ 
itory  and  Colonial  Journal. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers.  S.  Wilkeson 
was  appointed  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  under  the 
style  and  title  of  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Messrs.  W.  AV.  Seaton,  M.  St.  Clair  Clarke,  II.  L.  Ellsworth, 
Hudson  M.  Garland,  Richard  S.  Coxe,  and  Dr.  II.  Lindsly,  were 
appointed  the  remaining  members. 

Rev.  John  Breckinridge,  D.  D.,  was  appointed  Corresponding 
Secretary. 

P.  Thompson,  Esq.,  was  re-elected  Treasurer. 

REPORT  OF  THE  HOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  AMERI¬ 
CAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

The  Board  of  Directors,  having  considered  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee’s  report  of  their  proceedings  for  the  past  year,  which  has  been  ex¬ 
amined  with  care,  present  their  congratulations  to  the  Society  and  its 
patrons,  on  the  general  prosperity  of  the  Colony,  and  the  increasing 
interest  manifested  in  the  United  States  in  its  behalf.  There  is  but 
one  cause  of  pain  manifesting  itself  in  the  operations  of  the  Society 
during  the  last  year,  and  that  is  the  uncommon  mortality  which  has 
prevailed  among  the  last  emigrants.  This  event,  so  unexpected  and 
unusual,  compared  with  preceding  emigrations,  is  one  of  those  unac¬ 
countable  dispensations  which,  however  we  may  lament,  cannot  defeat 
the  great  objects  of  the  Society,  and  should  only  stimulate  the  Board 
of  Directors  and  the  Executive  Committee  to  select  a  more  healthy 
site  in  the  interior,  at  which  emigrants  may  pass  through  the  acclimat¬ 
ing  fever. 

Among  other  interesting  matters  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee,  it  will  be  found, 

First,  that  the  receipts  of  the  Society  have  amounted,  during  the  last 
year,1'  to  $62,526  91,  being  $11,074  33  more  than  was  received  during 
any  one  preceding  year,  thus  furnishing  conclusive  proof  of  the  increas¬ 
ing  interest  felt  by  a  benevolent  community  in  the  objects  and  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Society. 


*  This  sum  includes  the  last  year’s  balance. 
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Second,  old  creditors  have  received  $8,757  42  of  their  debts,  leaving 
the  balance  due  $16,500,  which  it  is  hoped  the  means  of  the  Society 
will  be  able  to  discharge  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Third,  all  new  engagements  have  been  punctually  inet. 

Fourth,  regulations  heretofore  adopted,  to  secure  economy  and  ac¬ 
countability  in  all  the  departments  and  operations  of  the  Society,  con¬ 
tinue  to  have  the  most  beneficial  effect. 

Fifth,  the  premiums  provided  and  distributed  for  agricultural  labor 
have  had  the  most  beneficial  influence  upon  the  Colonists,  exciting 
among  them  a  spirit  of  emulation  and  greater  industry. 

Sixth,  a  gradual  increase  in  the  quantity  of  cultivated  land,  the  im¬ 
provements  in  the  houses,  and  other  things  calculated  to  cheapen  the 
means  of  subsistence,  to  diminish  diseases  resulting  from  exposure, 
and  to  render  life  more  comfortable  in  every  respect,  are  indubitable 
manifestations  of  the  progress  of  the  Colony. 

Seventh,  the  plan  of  pushing  a  public  highway  into  the  interior,  so 
as  to  reach  the  mountains,  has  not  been  abandoned,  but  will  be  prose¬ 
cuted  with  increased  energy,  with  a  view  to  the  location  of  settlements 
in  more  healthy  sites,  and  facilitating  commerce  with  the  native  tribes. 

Eighth,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  continues  to  extend 
its  power  and  protection  to  the  Colony,  through  its  operations  to  sup¬ 
press  the  Slave  Trade. 

Ninth,  the  port  of  Monrovia  annually  increases  in  importance,  as  a 
point  at  which  vessels  touch  to  procure  supplies. 

Tenth,  the  Executive  Committee  has  discharged  its  various  duties 
in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Board,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Board  are 
tendered  to  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  present  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the  Society,  as  collected  from 
the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  other  sources  of  informa¬ 
tion,  furnishes  the  strongest  ground  of  hope  and  confidence  in  the  ulti¬ 
mate  accomplishment  of  all  that  the  founders  of  the  Society  intended, 
to-wit.  to  secure  an  asylum  for  the  negroes  of  America,  and  to  extend 
civilization  and  Christianity  to  those  of  Africa.  Under  this  glorious 
prospect,  the  Board  again  throws  the  cause  of  the  Society  upon  the 
benevolent  efforts  of  the  philanthropist  and  Christian. 

S.  WILKESON, 

JOSEPH  R.  UNDERWOOD, 

G.  W.  BETIIUNE, 

STEPHEN  COLWELL, 

J.  B.  PINNEY, 

THOMAS  E.  BOND, 

ANSON  G.  PHELPS, 

L.  BACON, 

J.  GARLAND, 

S.  MASON, 

JOHN  W.  ALLEN. 

The  Board,  after  a  protracted  and  laborious  session,  during  which 
the  various  and  important  interests  of  the  Society,  both  in  this  country 
and  Africa,  were  examined,  adjourned  at  ten  o’clock  on  Friday  evening. 
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Our  latest  communication  from  Governor  Buchanan,  is  so  full  of 
important  and  interesting  details,  which  have  long  been  desired  by  the 
friends  of  the  Society,  that  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  give  it  the  widest 
circulation  in  our  power  ;  we,  therefore,  in  addition  to  its  publication 
in  the  Repository,  annex  it  to  this  edition  of  the  Annual  Report. 

Government  House,  Monrovia,  4 
13th  Dec.,  1840.5 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  happy  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  bark 
Hobart,  on  the  24th  ult.,  after  an  unusually  long  passage  of  fifty-seven 
days.  For  more  than  three  months  I  had  been  looking  daily  for  the 
Saluda,  and  had  just  heard  that  she  had  sailed  from  Philadelphia  on  the 
28th  August  for  this  place.  I  was  under  the  greatest  anxiety,  and 
scarcely  dared  hope  she  had  not  been  lost,  when  the  appearance  of  her 
fine  substitute  put  an  end  to  my  apprehensions,  and  made  me  grateful 
and  happy. 

I  give  you  many  thanks  for  the  cheering  contents  of  your  various  let¬ 
ters  of  July  3d,  7th,  17th,  30th  and  31st,  of  August  25th  and  Sept.  26. 
They  were  a  full  compensation  for  all  I  had  suffered  from  the  suspense  and 
anxiety  of  so  long  a  silence,  and  afforded  me  renewed  encouragement  to 
persevere  in  the  arduous  duties  of  my  most  difficult  station.  Next  to 
the  grateful  emotions  inspired  by  the  personal  kindness  exhibited  in 
those  communications,  I  am  rejoiced  by  the  intelligence  they  bring  me 
of  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  cause  of  Colonization,  and  sincerely 
trust  the  day  is  now  near  at  hand  when  this  stupendous  scheme  of  phi¬ 
lanthropy  will  be  fully  established  in  the  confidence  and  affections  of 
the  whole  American  people. 

In  conformity  with  your  request,  I  shall  endeavor  to  arrange  my  ob¬ 
servations  under  distinct  heads  ;  but  if  you  find  me  mixing  up  different 
subjects  before  I  get  through,  you  must  not  be  surprised.  I  have  to 
write  in  such  a  hurry,  and  am  exposed  to  so  frequent  interruptions, 
that  it  is  very  difficult  to  be  methodical. 

THE  BARK  AND  HER  CARGO. 

The  arrival  of  the  bark  happened  in  just  my  busiest  season,  when 
the  civil  and  political  year  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and  accounts  are  to  be 
brought  up,  reports  to  be  got  in  from  the  various  settlements,  official 
changes  made,  and  business  prepared  for  the  approaching  session  of  our 
Colonial  Legislature.  In  the  midst  of  these  pressing  duties,  I  have 
been  unable  to  devote  as  much  personal  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the 
bark  as  I  otherwise  should  have  done.  We  have  a  quantity  of  pro¬ 
duce  at  Little  Bassa  and  the  Kroo  country,  which  I  shall  use  every  ex- 
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ertion  possible  to  have  brought  here  before  the  forty  days  [the  forty  lay 
days  of  the  bark]  shall  have  expired ;  but,  as  our  Colonial  vessels  are 
busily  engaged,  it  is  quite  doubtful  whether  I  succeed.  Could  the  vessel 
have  remained  here  six  weeks  longer,  I  think  there  would  have  been  little 
difficulty  in  her  getting  a  full  cargo,  by  running  down  as  far  as  Cape 
Palmas.  As  it  is,  the  utmost  that  can  be  done  will  fall  far  short  of  your 
expectations.  I  need  not  say  how  much  I  regret  this.  It  is  always 
my  ambition  to  meet  all  your  wishes,  and  indeed  to  accomplish  every¬ 
thing,  whether  expected  or  not,  that  lies  within  the  compass  of  possi¬ 
bility.  But,  my  dear  sir,  it  is  not  possible  to  do  what  you  require  in 
this  instance,  and  without  intending  to  find  fault,  I  must  say  I  am  sur¬ 
prised,  after  the  repeated  explanations  I  have  given  you  on  this  point, 
at  the  extent  of  your  expectations.  For  myself,  when  I  consider  the 
amount  and  kind  of  goods  with  which  I  have  been  furnished,  and  what 
I  have  accomplished  in  paying  off  old  debts,  fortifying,  and  conducting 
wars, making  improvements,  and  sustaining  the  Government,  lam  aston¬ 
ished,  not  that  I  have  failed  to  send  home  full  cargoes,  but  that  I  have 
sent  anything  at  all. 

It  is  easy  to  secure  return  cargoes,  and  to  realize  large  profits  from 
the  African  trade,  if  properly  conducted,  and  sufficient  capital  is  em¬ 
ployed  ;  but  to  expect  these  results  without  the  requisite  facilities,  time  or 
means  to  accomplish  them— in  short,  to  expect  them  from  me,  while  my 
time  is  engrossed  by  other  duties,  and  the  funds  supplied  me  are  barely 
sufficient  to  ensure  the  proper  discharge  of  those  duties,  is  expecting 
too  much.  I  consider  trade  not  only  honorable,  but  a  most  important 
agency  in  the  work  of  civilizing  this  country  ;  and  there  can  be  no 
reasonable  objection  to  the  Society  engaging  in  it  for  the  purpose  of  in¬ 
creasing  her  power  to  do  good,  provided  that  in  this  pursuit  she  ne¬ 
glect  not  the  more  weighty  considerations  of  duty  and  obligation.  The 
great  end  of  her  existence  must  not  be  neglected,  or  compromised  by 
the  effort  to  obtain  means  for  its  accomplishment.  The  efficient  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  Government — the  improvement  of  the  Colony — the 
encouragement  of  agriculture  and  other  branches  of  industry— the  foster¬ 
ing  of  schools  and  institutions  of  religion,  and  even  the  judicious  assis¬ 
tance  of  the  industrious  and  deservng  poor  by  timely  loans,  are  the  ob¬ 
jects  that  should  exercise  the  first  care  of  your  agents  here,  and  to 
which  a  greater  portion  or  your  funds  might  be  most  profitably  devo¬ 
ted.  These  objects,  with  the  acquisition  of  territory,  intercourse  with 
the  tribes,  and  the  necessary  preparations  for  the  reception  and  settle¬ 
ment  of  emigrants,  should  ever  be  the  peculiar  concern  of  the  Governor 
of  the  Colony  ;  and  his  time  and  thoughts  should  not  be  diverted  from 
them  for  any  purpose  whatever.  It  is  only  by  a  proper  attention  to 
these  things  that  the  true  interests  of  Liberia  can  be  advanced,  and,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  whatever  tends  to  promote  her  prosperity,  will, 
in  the  same  ratio,  give  success  and  strength  to  the  cause  at  home.  But 
if,  while  these  great  ends  receive  the  chief  attention,  the  operations  of 
trade  can  also  be  prosecuted  to  advantage,  they  ought  not  surely  to  be 
neglected.  That  they  can  be,  by  the  employment  of  sufficient  capital, 
and  furnishing  the  requisite  facilities,  there  is  no  doubt.  You  have 
only  to  send  regular  and  well  assorted  cargoes  of  goods,  supply  us  with 
one  or  two  small  vessels  as  coasters,  and  some  good  lighters,  and  I 
think  you  never  need  be  disappointed  of  full  returns  of  the  productions 
of  the  country. 
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I  trust  you  will  not  regard  what  I  have  here  said  concerning  the  rela¬ 
tive  importance  of  the  duties  which  have  been  imposed  upon  me,  as  in¬ 
dicative  of  a  disposition  to  set  up  my  opinion  in  opposition  to  the  will 
of  the  Board.  My  only  aim  is  to  present  my  views  for  their  benefit, 
and  to  vindicate  myself  in  reference  to  those  things  in  which  I  have  not 
been  able  to  meet  their  expectations.  Acting  without  special  instruc¬ 
tions  on  many  points,  I  may  have  applied  more  of  their  funds  to  the 
general  purposes  of  my  administration,  and  less  to  those  of  trade,  than 
they  approve,  as  indeed  seems  to  be  the  case  from  your  letters. 

While  on  this  subject  I  will  mention  some  changes  I  am  making, 
which  will  better  secure  the  objects  you  wish,  while  our  expenses  will 
be  considerably  lessened  thereby  : — 

THE  STORES. 

Both  here  and  at  Grand  Bassa  I  have  stopped  the  retail  business  en¬ 
tirely,  and  have  given  strict  orders  to  credit  nothing.  At  the  latter 
place  I  have  made  the  still  further  change  of  dismissing  our  storekeeper 
and  employing  him  merely  as  a  commission  merchant.  In  future  he 
will  have  no  salary,  and  will  be  responsible  for  all  the  goods  placed  in 
his  possession,  making  immediate  returns  when  sold,  and  receiving  the 
usual  commissions,  as  other  merchants  in  the  Colon3r.  After  a. careful 
consideration  of  the  rvhole  matter,  I  was  induced  to  this  measure  from 
the  following  reasons  :  While  we  kept  up  the  retailing  business  it  was 
next  to  impossible  to  avoid  crediting  many  poor  persons  who  either 
have,  or  fancy  they  have,  claims  upon  the  Society  for  assistance. 
Again,  the  profits  amount  to  very  little,  when  all  the  expenses  peculiar 
to  that  branch  of  our  business  are  taken  into  account.  And  the  very 
articles  most  necessary  to  keep  up  an  assortment,  and  which  were  in¬ 
variably  credited  or  paid  out  for  labor,  are  the  articles  of  readiest  sale 
to  the  merchant  (by  wholesale)  and  produce  the  best  payment  in  return. 
In  casting  about  for  an  opportunity  of  retrenchment  which  would  leave 
more  capital  available  in  the  way  of  trade,  it  occurred  to  me  that  I 
might  suspend  some  of  our  plans  of  improvement  at  Bassa  for  the  pres¬ 
ent  year,  and  thus  dispense  entirely  with  the  services  of  Mr.  Sheridan. 
He  entered  at  onee  into  my  views,  and  agreed  to  do  our  business  on 
commission,  and  at  the  same  time  to  lend  me  his  assistance  from  time 
to  time  as  I  might  require  in  overseeing  any  jobs  of  work  I  might  have 
on  hand  in  that  county  during  the  season.  However,  if  the  schooner 
you  promise  arrives  soon,  I  shall  be  able  to  be  down  there  in  person 
pretty  frequently  to  supervise  and  push  on  our  operations.  I  am  trying 
to  make  some  agreement  to  have  the  road  continued  by  contract  into 
the  Camwood  country.  Should  there  be  many  emigrants  arriving  next 
year,  it  may  be  necessary  to  employ  Mr.  Sheridan  after  my  departure 
for  America.  He  will  give  his  attention  to  the  erection  of  the  school- 
house  on  the  Island,  and  to  the  clearing  and  planting  of  the  land. 
Should  we  have  many  emigrants  to  provision  and  take  care  of,  our  own 
articles  can  be  served  out  under  the  immediate  direction  of  a  steward, 
subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  physician,  without  interfering  at  all 
with  the  present  plan  of  trade. 

Mr.  Roberts  will  still  continue  in  charge  of  the  establishment  at  this 
place,  and  will  superintend  the  general  affairs  of  the  farm,  and  all  our 
trading  here  and  elsewhere  along  the  coast.  He  is  a  valuable  man,  and 
I  find  him  of  great  service  to  me  in  our  varied  and  extensive  business. 
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IMPROVEMENTS. 

There  are  a  great  many  important  tilings  under  this  head  I  had  in¬ 
tended  recommending,  but  as  they  are  incompatible  with  the  course  to 
which  my  attention  is  more  especially  directed  by  your  letter  of  re¬ 
trenchment  and  trade,  I  shall  pass  over  them  mostly. 


AGRICULTURE. 


The  farm  on  Bushrod  Island  is  at  last  beginning  to  make  some  re¬ 
turn  for  all  the  expenditure  made  upon  it.  We  have  made  a  quantity 
of  very  beautiful  sugar  this  season,  though  all  the  work  has  been  done 
at  the  greatest  possible  disadvantage.  Our  kettles  were  too  small,  our 
team  too  weak,  and  ail  the  materials  necessary  about  the  mill  were  awk¬ 
ward  and  unsuited  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  used.  Besides, 
ive  were  obliged  to  work  in  the  dark,  there  being  no  one  in  the  Colony 
to  be  found  who  knew  anything  about  the  process  of  sugar  making. 
Owing  to  all  these  circumstances,  we  have  not  made  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  sugar  that  the  crop  would  have  yielded,  if  properly  man¬ 
aged.  As  it  is  we  shall  send  you  a  few  barrels,  and  keep  some  for  our 
own  market.  The  first  lot  of  Liberia  sugar  must  surely  fetch  a  good 
price  in  the  United  States.  Our  Abolition  friends  ought  to  purchase  of 
us,  and  by  patronizing  our  free  sugar,  make  some  compensation  for  the 
injury  they  have  done  the  cause  of  freedom  in  persecuting  Liberia. 

I  am  planting  about  ten  acres  more  of  sugar  cane  at  present.  Sever¬ 
al  of  the  Colonists  will  plant  this  season  both  here  and  at  Bassa  Cove, 
and  in  two  or  three  years  I  think  there  w ill  be  two  or  three  more  mills 
at  work  in  the  Colony,  when  our  score  of  barrels  w ill  be  increased  to 
some  hundreds  of  hogsheads.  As  I  before  informed  you,  considerable 
attention  has  been  given  this  year  to  coffee  planting,  but  as  the  season 
was  then  over,  nothing  has  been  done  in  this  business  since  my  last  by 
the  Atalanta.  Next  year,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  see  the  present  number 
of  trees  doubled. 

One  gentleman  of  this  place,  Mr.  John  Lewis,  Colonial  Secretary, 
informs  me  that  he  will  plant  ten  acres  of  land  near  Monrovia  to  indigo, 
with  which,  you  are  aware,  this  country  abounds.  From  all  I  can 
learn,  this  will  be  a  very  productive  and  profitable  crop,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  enterprise  of  Mr.  Lewis  will  be  abundantly  rewarded. 


STATISTICS. 

I  regret  sending  this  despatch  without  full  statistical  returns  from  the 
several  settlements  in  the  Commonwealth.  The  returns  east  of  this 
have  not  been  received,  although  promised  several  days  ago. 


Monrovia. 

0795  Coffee  trees  ; 

16}  acres  in  Rice,  A 
1 6  acres  in  Cassada,  h  Total  49  acres ; 

1 6f  in  Potatoes,  j 
39  Sheep,  8  Goats,  1193  Fowls,  99  Ducks, 
135  Hogs,  2  Turkics,  56  Cattle  ; 

61  Lots,  quarter  acre  each,  in  vegetables. 
New  Georgia. 


55  acres  in  Rice, 

73b  acres  in  Cassada, 
23b  acres  in  Potatoes, 
5J  acres  in  Corn, 

7b  acres  in  Peanuts, 

1  b  acres  in  Peas, 


1 


1-Total  166  acres  ; 


J 


426  Fowls,  32  Ducks,  79  Goats,  38 
Sheep,  76  Hogs. 

Caldwell. 

19£  acres  in  Rice, 

67J  acres  in  Potatoes, 

58  acres  in  Cassada, 
lb  acres  in  Peas,  j-Total  Ii7}  acres  ; 
b  an  acre  in  Peanuts,  | 

1  acre  in  Sugar  Cane,J 
260  Coffee  trees,  38  croos  Peanuts,  25Q 
lbs.  Arrow  Root,  4  Ducks,  136  Fowls, 
22  Hogs,  14  Goats. 

Bushrod  Island. 

14|  acres  in  Potatoes,  >  ^  20j  acres. 
5$  acres  in  Potatoes,  3 
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Millsburg. 


25  acres  in  Cassada, 
5  acres  in  Rice, 

23  acresin  Potatoes, 


53  acres 


acresin  BugarCane, 

2  acres  in  Arrow  Root,  5  TotaI  64*  acTes  ? 
150  Coffee  trees,  13  Hogs,  37  Sheep,  39 
Ducks,  347  F owls,  1  Cattle. 


SUMMARY. 


1 


7205  Coffee  trees, 

94f  acresin  Rice, 

182f  acres  in  Cassada, 
160|  acres  in  Potatoes, 

5 1  acres  in  Corn, 
acres  in  Peanuts,  38 
croos,  do.;  quantity 
of  land  not  known, 

3  acres  in  Peas, 

10$  acres  in  Sugar  C  ane, 
27  acres  in  Arrow  Root, 
250  lbs.  do. ;  quantity  of 
land  not  known, 

15  J  acres  vegetables,  say 
61  town  Lots,  J 


Total  under 
cultivation,  in¬ 
cluding  the 
public  farm, 
518f  acres  ; 


57  cattle,  246  Hogs,  1 14  Sheep,  101  Goats, 
2  Turkeys,  174  Ducks,  2102  Fowls. 

The  Public  Farm. 

50  acres  in  improvement — say 
25  acresin  Sugar  Cane; 

15  acres  in  Potatoes ; 

10  acres  in  Cassada; 

2  Y oke  of  Oxen. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  about  200  acres  of  land  in  cul¬ 
tivation  at  Bassa  Cove,  Edina,  and  Bexley,  but  considerably  more  is 
cleared.  I  regret  that  the  report  of  the  Agricultural  Committee  for  that 
county  has  not  reached  me  yet,  and  that  I  am  thus  deprived  of  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  presenting  together  the  statistics  of  the  Agriculture  of  the 
whole  Colony.  The  only  article  of  which  I  can  speak  with  certainty 
is  Coffee.  B y  a  report  made  to  me  some  time  since,  there  were  ac¬ 
tually  growing  about  23,000  Coffee  trees  in  the  three  settlements  of 
Bassa  Cove,  Edina,  and  Bexley. 

It  should  be  remembered,  that  all  the  land  in  cultivation  in  the  Col¬ 
ony  (about  713  acres,)  is  worked  entirely  by  hand.  The  proportion  of 
stock  of  all  kinds,  is,  I  think,  greater  in  Bassa  county,  than  in  this. 
Mr.  Benedict  will  probably  take  the  largest  premium  for  Coffee  this 
year,  though  I  cannot  speak  with  certainty  until  I  get  the  report  from 
Bassa  county,  when  all  the  premiums  will  be  distributed. 


BEXLEY . 

While  at  Bassa  Cove,  I  visited  Bexley,  and  was  highly  gratified  at 
the  progress  of  things  among  the  new  emigrants.  All  are  living  in  com¬ 
fortable  log  houses  with  lots  around  each  covered  with  a  luxuriant 
growth  of  cassada,  potatoes,  corn,  beans,  plantains,  &c.  The  streets 
too  are  all  planted.  I  found  some  of  the  men  hard  at  work,  cutting 
and  burning  the  trees  and  bushes  off  their  farms.  I  went  into  every 
house  and  inquired  particularly  of  every  individual  whether  they  liked 
their  new  situation.  With  the  exception  of  one  young  man,  who  was 
quite  sick — and  who  answered,  “  I  ’spose  I  should  like  it,  if  I  was  as 
well  as  the  rest,” — they  all  expressed  themselves  in  the  warmest  terms 
of  admiration,  and  declared  nothing  would  induce  them  to  leave  Bexley. 
I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  they  have  now  entirely  recovered  from 
their  sickness,  and  bid  fair  to  do  well  hereafter.  I  have  some  houses 
building  there  for  the  next  emigrants,  as  I  consider  it  one  of  the  most 
desirable  places,  in  every  point  of  view,  there  is  in  the  Colony.  The 
land  is  high,  and  very  finely  diversified,  so  as  to  suit  any  variety  of  crop 
at  all  seasons  ;  the  soil  is  good,  and  the  w' ater  pure  and  abundant. 
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I  am  in  treaty  for  a  strip  of  land  adjoining  it,  and  intervening  between 
it  and  a  much  larger  tract  which  lies  higher  up  the  river,  and  which  we 
already  own.  When  this  purchase  is  secured  we  shall  possess  the  whole 
right,  or  northern  bank,  of  the  St.  John’s  river,  from  the  mouth  about 
twelve  miles  up,  and  on  the  other  side  about  six  miles  from  the  mouth. 
This  brings  me  to  another  head,  the  acquisition  of 

TERRITORY. 

I  have  been  exceedingly  desirous,  since  first  receiving  your  instruc¬ 
tions  on  this  subject,  to  carry  them  out  to  the  fullest  extent,  but  no 
means  have  as  yet  been  afforded  me  for  making  the  voyage  along  the 
coast.  From  what  I  can  learn  of  the  disposition  of  the  tribes  to  leeward, 
particularly  between  Cape  Palmas  and  Sinou,  I  am  sure  we  should  find 
no  difficulty  whatever  in  negotiating  successfully  with  them.  Should 
I  find  an  opportunity  of  leaving  home  after  the  session  of  the  Council, 
(which  takes  place  on  the  1st  of  January,)  I  shall  run  down  to  that 
neighborhood  and  see  what  can  be  done. 

THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

It  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  apprize  you  of  the  destruction  of 
the  slave  factories  at  Gallinas  by  the  Honorable  Captain  Denman, 
senior  officer  of  this  station.  He  landed  about  the  middle  of  last  month, 
with  the  boats  of  his  own  vessel,  the  “  Wanderer,”  and  those  of  the 
“  Holla”  and  “  Saracen,”  eleven  in  all,  carrying  from  150  to  200  men. 
The  Spaniards  made  no  resistance,  not  a  gun  was  tired,  but  all  fled  in 
the  greatest  consternation  to  the  woods.  Though  they  adandoned  all 
their  other  property,  they  succeeded  in  driving  away,  with  them,  nearly 
all  the  slaves,  and  only  about  one  hundred,  out  of  two  or  three  thousand, 
were  captured  by  the  British.  The  property  in  the  baracoons  and 
factories,  to  a  very  large  amount,  was  destroyed  on  the  spot,  and  the 
captors  kept  possession  of  the  place  for  some  days.  I  have  not  yet 
heard  what  is  to  be  the  ultimate  disposition  of  their  conquest,  but  I  hope 
they  will  not  allow  the  vile  slavers  again  to  take  possession.  Should 
the  English  Government  not  be  disposed  to  retain  it,  I  shall  avail  myself 
of  the  first  opportunity  to  attempt  obtaining  it  by  negotiation. 

While  I  was  at  Bassa  Cove,  last  week,  I  was  most  agreeably  surprised 
by  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Lieut.  Seagram,  commanding  H.  B.  M. 
brig  Termagant,  informing  me  that  he  had  completed  an  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Canot,  of  New  Cesters,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  he  should 
deliver  up  all  his  slaves,  one  hundred  and  three  in  number,  to  Seagram, 
to  be  carried  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  thenceforth  abandon  the  slave 
trade  entirely.  Another  part  of  the  agreement  was  that  Canot  should 
remain  at  New  Cesters,  and  carry  on  business  as  a  regular  trader  under 
the  sanction  and  protection  of  the  English  Government.  If  Seagram 
made  this  agreement  by  authority,  it  would  seem  his  Government  intends 
occupying  that  place.  This  would  be  a  dismembering  of  our  territory 
by  cutting  off  our  northern  settlements  fi-om  Sinou  and  Cape  Palmas. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  a  great  nation  would  descend  to  such  a  con¬ 
temptible  and  wicked  thing  ?  I  cannot  think  it ;  still  it  will  be  impor¬ 
tant  for  you  to  have  measures  taken  to  ascertain  their  real  views  with¬ 
out  delay. 
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TRADE. 

Should  Gallinas  not  again  be  occupied  as  a  slave  mart,  and  New 
Cesters  remain  free  from  that  curse,  it  will  make  a  mighty  addition  to 
the  legitimate  commerce  of  this  part  of  the  coast ;  and  the  trade  of  the 
Colony  would  probably  be  doubled  within  the  next  year.  The  effect 
produced  last  year  by  the  breaking  up  of  Little  Bassa  was  very  great 
throughout  the  Colony,  and  the  amount  of  trade  has  been  ever  since 
increasing  steadily  and  rapidly.  Within  the  last  three  months,  cam¬ 
wood,  oil  and  ivory,  have  been  shipped  from  this  place,  Marshall  and 
Bassa  Cove,  to  the  value  of  $25,000,  Colonial  prices.  The  intercourse 
with  Bo  Poro,  and  the  country  beyond,  being  again  unrestricted,  and 
the  vast  drain  of  slaves  shut  up,  at  least  for  some  time,  we  may  reason¬ 
ably  calculate  on  a  still  greater  proportionate  amount  during  the  whole 
of  next  year.  There  has  been  an  unusual  number  of  trading  vessels, 
principally  English,  on  the  coast  this  season,  and  they  have  all  filled 
up  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  ever  before.  Some  of  them  have  had 
to  store  part  of  their  cargo  here,  having  more  than  they  could  carry. 
In  more  than  one  case,  they  have  filled  their  vessels  before  half  their 
outward  cargo  was  sold,  and  had  to  carry  part  of  it  back  to  England. 

SCHOONER  AND  LIGHTERS. 

The  objections  to  purchasing  a  schooner  at  Sierra  Leone  are— first, 
the  difficulty  of  communicating  with  that  place,  and  the  uncertainty  of 
having  an  order  executed  properly — and,  secondly,  the  want  of  money 
to  make  the  purchase  !  Sometimes  there  are  great  bargains  to  be  had, 
and  vessels  are  occasionally  to  be  found  that  would  suit  my  purpose 
admirably,  but  the  purchaser  should  be  on  the  spot,  in  person,  with 
the  cash  in  his  hand,  or  he  will  get  cheated. 

I  again  repeat  that  we  need  two  good,  strong,  open  boats,  of  from  six 
to  eight  tons,  for  this  place  ;  and  for  Bassa  Cove,  two  considerably 
larger,  say  from  ten  to  twelve  tons,  built  extra  strong,  and  decked  with 
long  hatches,  that  will  admit  a  hogshead  of  tobacco.  These,  if  we  have 
them  within  the  next  fifteen  months,  must  come  from  America.  It  is 
surely  unnecessary  to  urge  again  the  necessity  of  these  boats  ;  I  may 
say,  however,  that  the  extra  expense  and  loss  of  time  incurred  here  on 
every  voyage  of  your  ship,  amounts  to  more  than  the  whole  four  would 
cost,  including  the  cost  of  sending  them  here. 

EMIGRANTS. 

You  speak  of  six  hundred  coming  out  next  year,  but  in  such  a  way 
as  to  leave  me  in  doubt  whether  we  have  much  reason  to  expect  them ; 
at  all  events,  I  cannot  regard  your  remarks  as  intended  to  require  pre¬ 
parations  for  receiving  that  or  any  less  number.  I  have  four  houses 
nearly  completed  at  Bexley,  and  I  hope  to  have  several  families  ready 
to  move  into  their  own  houses  at  that  place  before  the  dry  season  is 
over,  and  thus  leave  those  now  occupied  for  the  reception  of  new  emi¬ 
grants.  I  have  a  number  of  houses,  also,  nearly  finished,  up  the  St. 
Paul’s  river,  and  could  accommodate  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  per¬ 
sons  there  at  a  short  notice  very  comfortably,  and  probably  the  same 
number  at  Bexley.  It  would  be  ahvays  desirable  to  give  us  as  definite 
information  as  possible  with  regard  to  each  expected  expedition,  as  to 
number,  character,  property,  habits,  &c. 
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While  on  this  topic,  I  am  reminded  of  an  inquiry  you  make,  as  to 
how,  in  case  the  retail  business  is  given  up,  we  are  to  furnish  emigrants 
and  pay  laborers.  When  I  proposed  to  give  up  the  retail  business,  in. 
a  former  letter,  I  did  not  mean  to  make  any  change  in  these  respects, 
but  to  continue,  as  formerly,  to  supply  our  own  workmen,  and  such 
emigrants  as  it  should  be  necessary  to  aid,  by  advances,  during  the 
season  of  acclimation,  with  goods  and  provisions  from  the  store.  In 
these  particulars,  I  have  made  no  change  in  the  store  here,  having  only 
stopped  the  sale  of  goods  at  retail  for  money,  produce,  or  on  credit. 
If,  however,  the  plan  I  propose  to  be  pursued  at  Bassa  is  approved, 
some  special  arrangement  with  Mr.  Sheridan  to  pay  out  goods  on  our 
account,  at  'a  stipulated  per  centage,  would  be  advisable ;  or,  in  the 
case  of  emigrants,  as  I  have  before  suggested  in  this  letter,  to  have 
provisions  of  our  own  given  out  under  the  direction  of  a  steward,  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  supervision  of  the  physician.  I  have  already  talked  with  Mr. 
S.  on  this  point,  but  as  yet  we  have  not  agreed  on  any  thing  definite. 

With  regard  to  the  payment  of  laborers,  I  have  a  favorite  idea,  which 
I  believe  I  have  not  mentioned  to  you.  It  is  to  make  cash  the  sole  me¬ 
dium  instead  of  goods.  Should  you  carry  on  the  wholesale  business 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  supply  the  merchants  of  the  Colony  generally,  the 
money  you  thus  pay  out  would  return  through  them  into  your  own  hands, 
with  the  only  difference  of  the  profits  they  would  make  on  the  retail 
of  the  goods,  which,  though  it  be  an  object  to  them,  would  make  but 
a  small  difference  in  our  account.  The  moral  influence  of  such  a  mea¬ 
sure  would  be  prodigious,  and  the  poor  people  would  bless  you  for  it. 
Under  the  present  system  of  paying  every  body  for  their  services  in 
goods,  much  injustice  is  done  the  poor,  and  a  demoralizing  influence 
is  exerted  upon  the  community,  of  which  you  can  form  no  adequate 
idea.  Take  an  example:  An  industrious  man,  after  working  steadily 
through  the  week,  comes  to  his  employer  on  Saturday  afternoon,  and 
receives  the  amount  of  his  wages  in  goods.  Probably  not  an  article 
that  he  is  obliged  to  purchase  will  suit  the  necessities  of  his  family, 
and  he  is  compelled  to  go  to  another  shop,  and  endeavor  to  effect 
an  exchange,  which,  if  he  accomplishes,  reduces  his  pittance  some 
twenty-five  or  thirty  per  cent.  This  is  one  mode.  Another  is,  to  re¬ 
ceive  his  wages  only  in  such  articles  as  suit  the  native  trade,  and  make 
an  excursion  into  the  country  the  next  week  to  convert  them  into  cam¬ 
wood  and  ivory,  which  are  then  brought  back  to  town,  and  finally  ex¬ 
changed  for  something  to  eat  and  to  wear.  This  custom  is  the  prolific 
source  of  many  evils  that  we  all  feel,  but  which  fall  heaviest  on  the 
poor  laborer  and  his  family.  The  supply  of  a  specie  medium  would 
relieve  the  most  deserving  from  the  bad  necessity  to  which  they  are 
now  exposed,  and  remove  temptations  from  the  bad  and  the  idle,  to 
roam  the  forests  and  filch  the  honest  earnings  of  their  industrious  neigh¬ 
bors  at  home. 

CREDITS. 

Our  accounts  for  this  quarter  will  show  a  very  considerable  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  amount  of  debts  due  to  the  Society  throughout  the  Colony. 
The  balances,  as  they  formerly  appeared  on  the  books,  in  many  in¬ 
stances  were  deceptive,  as  they  only  exhibited  the  debit  side  of  open 
accounts.  But  still  there  will  remain  a  much  larger  amount  due  than  I 
could  wish.  A  large  part  of  the  debts  are  due  by  the  late  emigrants. 
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The  amount  furnished  those  people  was,  owing  to  the  peculiar  circurh 
stances  of  their  situation,  very  large.  You  will  recollect  that  the  dis¬ 
turbances  in  the  country  prevented  my  placing  them  at  Bexley  for 
some  months  after  the  houses  were  ready.  In  acting  up  to  your  re¬ 
peated  and  earnest  injunctions,  “  not  to  let  them  suffer  on  any  account,” 
though  I  endeavored  to  be  as  economical  and  judicious  as  possible,  I 
was  obliged  to  incur  very  great  expense,  and  you  will  find  large  amounts 
charged  to  some  families  which  embrace  several  persons.  This  source 
of  expenditure  will  always  exist  when  poor  emigrants  arrive,  espe¬ 
cially  helpless  families  of  women  and  children,  who  are  inevitably 
thrown  upon  our  bounty  to  a  great  extent;  and,  if  continued  sickness 
or  other  misfortune  afflict  them,  they  must  remain  so  for  a  long  time. 
If  we  do  not  care  for  them,  watch,  nurse,  feed  and  clothe  them,  they 
die.  All,  in  my  opinion,  that  we  can  do  in  such  cases  is,  to  exercise 
a  sound  discretion  and  great  economy  in  the  mode  and  ektent  of  our 
supplies,  and  in  every  possible  case  make  them  pay  back  the  amount 
thus  advanced.  No  emigrant  should  ever,  particularly  in  America,  be 
told  that  the  Society  will  furnish  him.  The  most  any  one  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  expect  is,  that  in  extreme  cases,  temporary  assistance 
maybe  received,  as  aloan. 

PROVISIONS. 

You  ask  if  “  country  provisions  cannot  be  relied  on”  lor  the  supply 
of  the  emigrants  expected  next  year  ?  I  answer,  no.  In  all  cases  we 
make  use  of  as  much  of  the  native  productions  as  we  can  obtain,  and 
sometimes  we  can  supply  the  wants  of  an  expedition  almost,  or  alto¬ 
gether,  from  them.  But  the  supply  of  fresh  meat  is  very  irregular,-  and 
will  always  be,  until  the  Colonists  have  enclosures  for  their  domestic 
animals.  At  present  there  is  a  good  prospect  of  seeing  many  such  en¬ 
closures  ;  but,  until  they  are  actually  completed,  we  must  not  rely  on 
them.  With  regard  to  some  things,  the  Colonists  more  than  supply 
themselves,  and  there  is  seldom  any  difficulty  in  procuring  what  is 
wanted  of  potatoes,  cassada,  beans,  plantains,  and  sometimes  Indian 
corn.  Rice,  the  great  staple  of  food  here,  is  not  generally  raised  by 
the  Colonists,  who  can  buy  it  so  cheap  from  the  natives,  that  they  pre¬ 
fer  devoting  their  labor  to  other  objects.  I  hope  before  long  to  see  all 
this  changed,  and  every  man  who  has  a  farm,  depending  upon  himself 
for  every  thing  he  can  raise  ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  we  must  take 
things  as  they  are.  Rice  will  probably  be  very  scarce  next  season, 
owing  to  the  heavy  rains,  which  prevailed  unusually  long,  just  at  the 
time  the  natives  were  burning  their  farms.  Your  seine  will  help  ils 
very  considerably  in  furnishing  food,  and  I  hope  we  shall  never  here¬ 
after  be  without  one  when  we  have  a  large  number  of  emigrants  to  pro¬ 
vide  for.  You  must  still  furnish  us  with  beef,  pork,  fish,  flour,  meal, 
butter,  lard,  &c.,  &c.,  until  we  can  become  more  independent  in  these 
respects. 

HEMP. 

I  am  unable  to  meet  your  wishes  with  regard  to  this  article.  It 
grows  along  the  beach,  but  not  in  any  quantity;  and,  while  labor  is.  so 
high  as  at  present  in  the  Colony,  it  is  difficult  to  get  it  gathered.  It 
might  doubtless  be  cultivated  to  advantage,  and  perhaps  will  be  by  and 
by,  but  now  the  more  certain  articles  of  sugar,  coffee,  and  indigo,  are 
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engrossing  the  attention  of  those  who  are  inclined  to  agriculture.  Last 
year  I  offered  specie  for  hemp,  but  got  none  ;  I  shall,  however,  give 
publicity  to  Judge  Halsey’s  proposition. 

MAP. 

A  map  of  Liberia,  such  as  you  request,  would  require  more  time  and 
care  than  I  can  at  present  bestow  upon  such  a  work ;  however,  I  shall 
keep  it  in  view,  and  endeavor  to  have  it  done  before  I  leave  for  home. 

AGENCIES  TO  AMERICA. 

Rev.  G.  Brown  intends  visiting  the  United  States  in  the  spring,  and 
will  serve,  if  you  wish,  Mr.  Burns,  of  this  place,  whom  I  have 
already  mentioned  favorably,  will  also  go  out  in  the  spring,  probably 
in  company  with  Brown,  and  will  accept  an  agency.  One  of  the  very 
best  men  in  the  Colony,  however,  is  James  Brown,  of  Sinou.  I  have 
partially  engaged  him,  and  if  he  can  get  ready,  he  will  go  by  the  first 
opportunity  after  the  Hobart.  His  election  to  the  Council  will  prevent 
his  going  in  the  Hobart.  He  is  a  man  of  good  sense,  considerable 
talent  as  a  speaker,  and  is  devoted  heart  and  soul  to  the  Colony. 

DRAFT  ANIMALS. 

We  suffer  very  much  still  from  the  want  of  draft  animals,  and  we 
can  never  hope  to  succeed  in  our  agricultural  operations,  until  the  Col¬ 
ony  is  well  provided  in  this  respect.  All  the  jacks  brought  out  last 
year  by  myself  are  dead.  The  fine,  large  cattle  of  the  interior  suffer 
so  much  from  the  effects  of  the  climate  on  the  coast,  that  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  work  them.  It  has  been  often  tried,  and  some  of  our  most  en¬ 
terprising  men  have  lost  considerable  money  in  the  experiment — their 
oxen  always  dying  before  they  are  accustomed  to  the  yoke.  The 
small  cattle  of  the  coast  do  very  well  for  light  work,  but  they  are  now 
difficult  to  obtain.  I  have  two  pairs  of  them  at  the  farm,  now  employed 
in  driving  the  sugar-mill.  Six  such  pairs  would  be  scarcely  sufficient 
to  drive  it  properly.  What  I  have  to  propose  is,  that  the  experiment 
be  tried  next  year  of  introducing  a  few  mules  and  horses  from  the  Gam¬ 
bia  or  Goree.  The  horses  of  that  neighborhood  are  said  to  be  hardy, 
and  it  is  known  that  the  change  to  this  part  of  the  coast  does  not  injure 
them.  Some  years  ago  there  was  a  horse  brought  here  from  Bo  Poro, 
which  it  ivas  said  a  company  of  traders  had  brought  to  that  place 
from  the  “  long  bush,”  that  is,  from  a  long  distance  inland.  It  was  a 
fine  animal,  and  throve  well  here,  but  was,  after  some  time,  killed. 
The  time  is  not  very  distant,  I  hope,  when  we  shall  penetrate  the 
“long  bush,”  and  bring  back  horses  and  other  things;  but,  at  present, 
we  must  look  to  other  quarters. 

S  TE  AM  POWER. 

AVould  it  not  be  advisable  to  send  a  small  steam-engine  of  six  or 
eight  horse  power  for  the  sugar-mill  ?  The  same  fire  that  raises  the 
steam  might  also  boil  the  sugar,  and  thus  the  expense  of  carrying  on 
the  work  would  be  actually  less  than  by  animal  power.  If  the  engine 
were  a  little  larger,  a  shingle-machine,  and  even  a  saw-mill,  might  be 
connected  with  the  sugar-mill.  What  do  you  think  of  it? 
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MILITARY. 

In  addition  to  our  supply  of  military  articles,  I  am  in  want  of  three 
drums,  two  for  Millsburg  and  the  other  for  Marshall — they  will  be  paid 
for  by  the  people — also  one  fife.  If  you  could  send  the  brass  field- 
pieces  promised  in  a  former  letter,  they  would  be  of  the  greatest  ser¬ 
vice  in  case  of  any  future  expedition  into  the  country.  We  have  no 
guns  at  all  that  could  be  moved  in  the  woods,  except  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty  and  delay.  We  have  no  need  of  any  more  iron  guns  at  present. 
Are  any  of  the  congreve  rockets  to  be  obtained  ? 

The  1st  of  December,  the  anniversary  of  the. memorable  defence  of 
this  place  by  Ashmun,  was  observed  throughout  the  Colony  as  a  day  of 
thanksgiving.  The  forenoon  was  generally  devoted  to  religious  exer¬ 
cises  in  the  churches,  and  the  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  with 
military  parades,  and,  as  in  good  New  England,  in  discussing  substan¬ 
tial  dinners. 

My  old  friend.  Bob  Grey,  attended  the  public  celebration  at  Edina, 
and  was  honored,  as  he  deserved  to  be,  on  that  occasion,  by  the  most 
distinguished  attention — (you  are  aware  that  he  was  the  true  friend  of 
Ashmun,  and  communicated  to  him  the  plans  of  the  enemy.)  In  return 
for  the  distinction  conferred  on  him,  Bob  made  a  speech,  in  which  he 
spoke  of  his  union  with  the  Colony  in  these  words :  “  ’Merican  man 

and  Bob  Grey  be  one  ; — ’pose  somebody  cut  Bob  GREYr,  ’Merican  blood 
pill ;  ’pose  ’em  cut  ’Merican  man,  Bob  Grey  blood  pill, — ’pon  me 
soul  !”  This  last  is  a  favorite  expression,  with  which  he  always  affirms 
what  he  considers  very  important. 

LIGHT  HOUSE. 

As  our  light  house  on  Cape  Messurado  is  nearly  completed,  I  have 
to  request  that  you  will  send  us  some  suitable  lantern  for  it.  The  light 
will  be  somewhat  less  than  three  hundred  feet  above  the  sea.  Captain 
Parsons  can  explain  what  kind  of  a  lantern  would  be  proper.  After 
the  light  is  up,  we  shall  charge  three  dollars  additional  on  all  vessels 
anchoring  in  the  harbor,  which  will  probably  pay  all  the  expenses  at¬ 
tending  it. 

LAWS. 

I  am  very  glad  you  have  sent  us  a  code  of  laws,  though  I  have  not 
yet  had  a  moment  of  leisure  to  look  into  them,  and  can  say  nothing 
about  their  adaptation  to  our  circumstances.  As  our  Colonial  Legisla¬ 
ture  will  be  in  session  in  a  few  days,  these  laws  will  then  undergo  a 
careful  examination,  together  with  the  whole  body  of  statute  laws  of 
the  Colony,  which,  after  infinite  trouble,  I  have  compiled  and  arranged 
from  the  old  Council  books,  acts  of  Governors,  resolutions  of  the 
Board,  <fcc.,  &c.  After  this  year,  I  trust  we  shall  be  able  to  have  a 
more  systematic  and  simple  body  of  laws  than  heretofore. 

GALLIN  AS  AND  NEW  CESTERS. 

This  morning,  Her  Britannic  Majesty’s  schooner  “Ascension”  ar¬ 
rived  here,  from  Sierra  Leone,  on  her  way  to  the  island  of  Ascension  ; 
she  reports  the  “  Trafalgar”  at  Sierra  Leone,  after  a  long  and  stormy 
passage  from  Baltimore.  I  learned  from  her  further  particulars  about 
the  destruction  ot  Gallinas,  and  find  that,  in  some  material  particulars, 
my  first  information  was  erroneous.  Besides  the  number  of  slaves 
found  in  the  baracoons.  Captain  Denman  succeeded  in  collecting  from 
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the  native  princes  upwards  of  eight  hundred  ;  so  that  the  whole  number 
carried  to  Sierra  Leone  is  nine  hundred  and  fifty  !  As  soon  as  the 
place  was  captured,  the  natives,  according  to  the  invariable  custom  of  mak¬ 
ing  the  most  out  of  all  parties,  turned  against  their  late  guests,  the  Span¬ 
iards,  and,  on  condition  of  being  allowed  four  hours  of  plunder  from  the 
baracoons,  agreed  to  surrender  all  the  slaves  that  had  been  placed  in  their 
hands  for  safe-keeping,  The  property  carried  off  by  the  natives,  and 
destroyed  on  the  spot,  was  immense  ;  my  informants  say  not  less  than 
one  million  or  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  One  item  destroyed, 
was  two  thousand  puncheons  of  rum  ! 

A  few  days  after  this  transaction,  Captain  Denman  captured  a  slaver 
off  Shebar,  with  three  hundred  and  fifty-nine  slaves  on  board.  She  was 
under  Spanish  colors,  and  called  the  Regulana. 

Gallinas  is  now  in  such  a  state,  that  treaties  could  be  easily  effected 
with  the  native  princes  for  the  entire  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt,  were  a  vessel  at  my  command,  that  in 
three  weeks  I  could  add  that  splendid  country  to  the  territory  of  the 
Colony,  and  secure  forever  its  freedom  from  the  curse  of  the  Slave 
Trade.  New  Cesters,  too,  might  be  obtained  with  very  little  difficulty, 
as  Citnqt,  it  is  said,  intends  leaving  the  coast  for  England  in  the  spring. 

I  feel  the  most  intense  anxiety  to  accomplish  these  two  objects,  and 
if  I  can  do  no  better,  I  shall  be  tempted  to  visit  those  places  in  my 
boat,  after  the  Council  adjourns. 

GALLINAS  AND  NEW  CESTERS  AGAIN. 

On  Saturday,  the  ‘26th,  I  had  a  visit  from  Mr.  Canot,  and  gave  him 
a  private  interview  of  some  length,  in  the  course  of  which  he  assured 
me  most  solemnly  that  he  never  again  would  buy  or  sell  a  human  be¬ 
ing  ;  that  he  would  leave  New  Cesters  within  three  months,  and  would 
gladly  give  me  his  assistance  in  negotiating  with  the  native  princes  for 
that  place.  He  brought  up  here  some  natives  who  belonged  to  this  part 
of  the  country,  to  whom  he  declared  their  freedom,  and  placed  them 
under  my  protection.  He  had  forty  domestic  slaves,  who  are  now  all 
free,  and  at  liberty  to  go  where  they  choose.  I  was  glad  to  find,  though 
he  did  not  directly  acknowledge  it,  that  the  uncompromising  hostility 
of  the  Colony  to  the  traffic,  and  especially  our  allowing  no  kind  of 
intercourse  with  him,  had  a  good  deal  to  do  in  bringing  him  to  his  pre¬ 
sent  position.  Since  my  interview,  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  I  can  ob¬ 
tain  New  Cesters,  but  I  have  less  hope  than  before  of  acquiring  a  right 
to  Gallinas.  However,  I  shall  try  for  both. 

A  B  E  L  L  • 

The  Baptist  church  at  Bassa  Cove  has  requested  me  to  order  a  bell 
for  its  use.  One  that  will  cost,  including  transportation,  one  hundred 
dollars,  will  be  about  the  right  size.  It  will  be  paid  for  on  delivery. 
I  hope  they  will  not  be  disappointed. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  garden  seeds  sent  out  from  the  Patent  office  mostly  failed,  ex¬ 
cept  the  cotton  and  corn,  which  nearly  all  has  come  up,  and  is  grow¬ 
ing  very  well.  Seeds  seldom  come  up  that  are  sent  out  in  the  usual 
manner,  in  papers,  while  those  put  up  in  bottles,  and  sealed,  or  well 
corked,  never  fail.  I  regret  my  inability  to  make  any  return  to  Mr, 
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Ellsworth  for  his  kindness  in  this  very  acceptable  present  of  seed, 
but  hope  by  the  next  opportunity  to  make  up  some  African  seeds  for 
him,  though  there  is  too  little  attention  paid  to  the  business  of  horticul¬ 
ture  among  us  yet,  to  enable  me  to  collect  much.  I  send  you  two 
small  parcels  of  African  cotton — one  of  them  still  containing  the  seed. 

I  have  had  collected,  and  carefully  shipped,  most  of  the  articles  re¬ 
quested  in  your  letters,  though  I  fear  the  cold  weather  on  the  American 
coast  will  injure  the  fruit  and  vegetables.  There  are  four  hundred 
lemons,  four  hundred  oranges,  eight  hundred  limes,  twelve  bushels  of 
potatoes,  six  bushels  of  cassada,  a  cotton  bush,  a  bean  vine  two  years 
old,  some  stalks  of  sugar  cane,  and  three  hundred  canes  of  the  lime, 
lemon,  orange,  and  coffee  trees.  I  would  have  sent  some  other  things 
from  my  own  garden,  but  for  fear  of  the  cold  weather. 

I  have  just  obtained  some  of  Mr.  David  Moore’s  leather,  tanned  at 
his  place  on  Bushrod  island,  which  I  send  as  a  specimen  of  Liberian 
manufacture. 

With  the  highest  respect  and  consideration, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  BUCHANAN. 

Hon.  Samuel  Wilkeson,  General  Agent,  fyc., 

Washington  City. 

iPP”P.  S.  I  am  exceedingly  anxious  about  New  Cesters,  the  more 
so  as  I  have  just  learned  from  Lieutenant  Seagram  some  facts  that  leave 
no  doubt  on  my  mind  of  the  intention,  as  far  as  the  authorities  on  this 
.coast  are  concerned,  to  keep  it  under  British  subjection,  (though  he 
says  not.)  Canot  has  received  a  letter  from  the  new  Governor  of 
Sierra  Leone,  Sir  John  Jeremie,  and  has  hoisted  the  British  flag  at 
his  door.  I  suspect  negotiations  are  in  progress  to  connect  him  with  a 
great  London  trading  house,  and  to  make  New  Cesters  the  head  quar¬ 
ters  of  English  trade  on  the  coast.  T.  B. 


EMIGRATION  TO  LIBERIA. 

Intelligent  free  colored  men,  both  at  the  North  and  the  South, 
are  turning  their  attention  to  Liberia. 

A  friend,  who  has  travelled  extensively  through  the  free  States, 
during  the  last  six  months,  informs  us  that  he  conversed  frequently 
with  colored  men  on  their  present  and  prospective  condition  in  this 
country,  and  on  the  relative  inducements  for  emigration  to  the  West 
Indies  and  to  Liberia,  and  that  he  found  many  who  were  determined  in 
favor  of  the  latter.  We  have  also  received  similar  information  from 
other  sections  of  the  country.  They  have  tried  emigration  to  the 
West  Indies,  in  the  hopes  of  finding  there  a  society  where  the  colored 
and  white  man  meet  on  terms  of  equality,  but  have  been  entirely  disap¬ 
pointed.  Many  of  those  who  had  the  means  have  returned,  and  com¬ 
plain  of  the  injustice  and  severity  of  the  treatment  they  received. 

Liberia  presents  them  a  home,  where  the  colored  man  only  can  be 
a  citizen,  where  the  white  man  is  an  alien,  and  where  the  emigrant, 
as  soon  as  he  has  fixed  his  location,  is  a  free  citizen,  entitled  to  vote, 
and  eligible  to  the  highest  offices  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Liberia  has  been  represented,  by  those  opposed  to  Colonization, 
as  a  barren,  unproductive  country,  unfit  for  the  residence  of  civilized 
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man  ;  and  yet  it  has  been  extensively  explored  by  American  colored 
men  and  American  missionaries,  who  reside  there,  and  frequently  vis¬ 
ited  by  our  naval  officers  and  masters  of  American  vessels,  who  all 
agree  in  representing  it  as  a  country  of  great  fertility,  well  adapted  to 
the  culture  of  rice,  sugar  cane,  cotton,  corn,  potatoes,  coffee,  &c.,  as 
well  as  to  almost  every  variety  of  tropical  fruits. 

The  statements  of  such  men  as  Messrs.  Pinney  and  Wilson,  of 
the  Presbyterian  mission,  Messrs.  Savage  and  Minor,  of  the  Episco¬ 
pal  mission,  Mr.  Seys,  of  the  Methodist,  and  Mr.  Crocker,  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist,  missions,  are  surely  entitled  to  credit.  They  speak  of  what  they 
have  seen,  of  rich  lands  well  watered,  of  large  crops,  of  happy  Colo¬ 
nists,  where  the  poor  man  can  support  his  family  by  moderate  labor, 
and,  by  well-directed  industry,  may  soon  become  independent.  The 
testimony  of  these  men  on  any  other  subject  would  be  conclusive. 
When  our  missionaries  and  naval  officers  describe  other  countries  which 
they  have  visited,  their  veracity  is  not  doubted.  Their  narrations  have 
enriched  the  periodicals  of  our  day  with  correct  information  concerning 
the  country  and  the  people  of  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  Is  it,  then, 
charitable  or  reasonable  to  teach  the  colored  man  to  disbelieve  the  re¬ 
ports  which  these  men  give  of  Africa' — the  land  of  their  forefathers, 
the  country,  of  all  others,  in  relation  to  which  they  are  the  most  inter¬ 
ested  to  obtain  correct  information  ? 

Few  of  the  Dutch,  Irish,  or  French,  who  emigrate  to  this  country 
by  tens  of  thousands  yearly,  ever  visit  the  country  previous  to  their  em¬ 
igration.  They  act  entirely  on  the  testimony  of  others.  They  see 
letters  describing  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  removal  to  this 
land  of  freedom  and  equality,  where  their  children  can  be  educated 
and  elevated,  and  they  embark — most  of  them  knowing  as  little  of  the 
real  condition  of  things  here,  as  our  colored  people  in  general  know  of 
Liberia.  But  the  latter  have  been  taught  to  believe,  that  letters  received 
and  published  from  their  friends,  are  forgeries,  got  up  to  deceive  them. 
When  intelligent  colored  men,  who  have  returned  from  Liberia,  de¬ 
scribe  the  country  and  condition  of  the  people,  they  are  disbelieved, 
and  charged  with  having  been  hired  to  misrepresent.  But  we  hope 
that  this  will  no  longer  be  the  case.  We  trust  that  that  class  of  our 
colored  citizens  who  are  most  interested  in  this  subject,  will  no  longer 
allow  themselves  to  be  the  dupes  of  prejudice;  that  they  will  examine 
both  sides  of  the  question,  and  think  and  act  for  themselves  in  regard 
to  it.  We  rejoice  to  find  that  there  is  a  spirit  of  inquiry  awakened 
among  our  colored  people,  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  in  relation 
to  Liberia,  and  that  their  opportunities  of  listening  to  those  who  speak 
from  observation  and  experience  on  this  subject,  are  increasing.  Two 
or  three  respectable  and  intelligent  Colonists  are  expected  to  visit  this 
country  in  a  few  weeks,  and  we  hope  will  travel  extensively  during 
the  summer — thus  giving  our  colored  people  an  opp  ortunity  of  obtaining 
such  information  as  may  be  relied  on,  and  which  may  enable  them  to 
decide  for  themselves  whether  their  condition  is  likely  to  be  improved 
by  a  removal  to  Liberia. 

Will  not  the  friends  of  Colonization  take  pains  to  furnish  the  free 
people  of  color  in  their  immediate  neighborhood  with  all  the  important 
information  relative  to  Liberia  that  may  be  received  from  authentic 
sources,  presenting  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered,  as  well  as  the  ad¬ 
vantages  to  be  gained,  by  the  Colonist  ?  The  colored  man  who  desires 
nothing  more  than  to  get  a  living,  and  is  contented  with  his  menial 
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condition,  had  better  remain  where  he  is.  It  is  only  the  men  who  can 
appreciate  the  blessings  of  liberty,  can  feel  the  obligations  which  rest 
upon  them  to  aid  in  the  elevation  of  their  race,  can  estimate  the  im¬ 
portance  of  placing  their  children  where  they  can  be  trained  up  with¬ 
out  feeling  the  depressing  influences  which  surround  them  in  this  coun¬ 
try — it  is  such  men  only  that  Liberia  wants.  Her  prosperity  requires 
men  of  good  character,  industrious  habits,  sober  and  exemplary,  and  who 
are  desirous  to  educate  their  children,  to  aid  in  erecting  and  supporting 
churches,  and  in  prosecuting  various  other  plans  of  public  improvement. 
A  hundred  such  emigrants  might  soon  have  a  flourishing  settlement  in 
Liberia.  After  one  year’s  residence,  they  could  raise  from  their  farms, 
not  only  provisions  enough  to  support  their  families,  but  might  each 
plant  one  thousand  coffee  trees  annually.  And  why  should  not  the 
American  colored  man  enjoy  the  profits  of  this  business,  from  which  the 
planters  in  Brazil  and  Cuba  are  realizing  immense  fortunes  ?  The  Li¬ 
beria  coffee  tree  bears  more  than  double  the  quantity  of  those  which 
grow  in  Cuba. 

Dr.  Hall,  general  agent  of  the  Maryland  Colonization  Society,  Avho 
has  spent  several  years  in  Liberia,  says,  in  the  last  number  of  the  Alary- 
land  Colonization  Journal: — 

“  W e  are  rejoiced  to  learn  that  the  coffee  orchards  are  beginning  to  bear  plentifully;  this 
article  must,  for  various  reasons,  become  the  staple  of  the  country.  Probably  there 
is  not  in  the  world  a  species  of  the  coffee  tree  equal  to  that  indigenous  to  Liberia. 
We  well  recollect  one  tree,  which,  eight  years  since,  was  at  least  six  inches  in  diameter, 
and  produced  about  ten  pounds  yearly.  It  has  since  increased  very  much,  and  is  now 
over  twelve  feet  in  height.  The  flavor  of  the  berry  is  said,  by  first  rate  judges  of 
coffee,  (old  West  India  masters,)  to  be  equal  to  that  ofMocha.  It  is  large  and  plump, 
more  like  the  Eio  coffee  in  shape.  The  cultivation  of  coffee  would  be  the  most  feasible 
of  that  of  any  other  product  of  Liberia.  The  tree  is,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  of  very 
long  life — certainly  far  exceeding  that  of  the  small  West  India  coffee;  (the  latter  is 
also  indigenous  to  Liberia,  but  seldom  cultivated.)  It  requires  little  culture,  merely 
keeping  down  the  rank  weeds  and  underbrush.  The  Colonist  of  little  capital  will 
very  soon  be  able  to  raise  an  orchard  that  will  abundantly  supply  him  with  all  for¬ 
eign  necessaries  and  many  luxuries.  We  trust  soon  to  have  this  article  in  our  mar¬ 
kets.  W e  should  like  much  to  see  the  sneerers  at  Colonization  giving  some  ten  or  fif¬ 
teen  per  cent,  more  for  Liberia  coffee  than  they  can  get  the  common  article  for ;  and 
this  we  shall  see,  too,  in  less  than  five  years.” 

Every  vessel  that  arrives  from  the  Colony  brings  new  proofs  of  the 
fruitfulness  of  the  soil  and  the  enterprise  of  the  people.  The  Hobart, 
which  arrived  in  New  York  a  few  days  since,  brought  samples  of  Li¬ 
beria  sugar,  molasses,  potatoes,  cassada,  oranges,  lemons,  limes,  cotton, 
coffee,  &c.  The  sugar,  of  which  there  were  several  barrels,  is  well 
grained  and  of  a  good  quality,  considering  the  entire  want  of  expe¬ 
rience  in  the  manufacturers,  neither  of  whom  had  ever  seen  a  sugar 
mill  in  operation  before. 

Captain  Parsons,  who  returned  in  the  Hobart,  writes  thus  :  “  Gov¬ 

ernor  Buchanan  showed  me,  in  his  garden,  a  patch  of  potatoes,  growing 
where,  he  assured  me,  he  had  taken  three  crops  of  corn  since  I  was 
there  in  Alarch,  which  xvill  make  four  crops  in  a  year  from  the  same 
ground.” 

Such  is  the  fertility  of  the  country  open  to  the  enterprise  of  our  col¬ 
ored  citizens,  and  to  which  the  attention  of  many,  possessed  of  means, 
influence,  and  intelligence,  is  now  turned. 

Some,  we  are  informed,  are  desirous  of  forming  a  company  for  the 
purpose  of  emigrating  to  Liberia,  and  establishing  a  community  by 
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themselves.  In  order  to  meet  the  views  of  such,  the  Executive  Com1' 
mittee  propose  the  following 

CONDITIONS. 

If  a  company  of  one  hundred  emigrants  shall  be  formed  by  the 
first  of  September,  who  shall  engage  to  be  ready  to  embark  by  the  first 
of  October,  either  from  the  port  of  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
or  Norfolk,  they  shall  have  their  passage  on  the  following  terms  : 

Steerage  passengers,  -  -  $30  00"'| 

Cabin  passengers,  -  -  -  50  00  |  „  , ,  .  , 

Children  under  12  years,  and  over  18  months  ^  a^a  e  in  a  vance* 
old,  half  price.  J 

The  passengers  furnishing  their  own  provisions. 

If  the  company  will  take  out  their  own  minister,  two  good  school 
teachers,  and  a  physician,  these  four  persons  shall  have  free  passage, 
and  the  Society  will  pay  towards  their  support  $500  per  year,  for  twd 
years. 

With  a  view  of  encouraging  our  free  colored  men  to  provide  for  their  own 
emigration,  the  Executive  Committee  make  the  following  alternative 
proposition : 

If  a  company  of  one  hundred  respectable  colored  persons  will  or¬ 
ganize  and  get  up  an  expedition,  charter  their  own  vessel,  furnish' 
provisions  for  their  voyage,  and  provide  for  their  own  support  in  Li¬ 
beria,  they  shall,  on  arriving  in  the  Colony,  receive  $1,500  from  the 
American  Colonization  Society,  to  be  paid  to  such  person  as  the  com¬ 
pany  may  authorize  to  receive  it. 

Each  male  emigrant  of  this  company,  over  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
shall  have  ten  acres  of  land,  and  may  purchase  any  additional  quantity 
he  desires,  at  fifty  cents  per  acre,  in  cash. 

The  land  for  the  settlement  of  this  company  will  be  laid  out  in  3 
rich  farming  district,  on  the  St.  John’s,  where  the  country  is  high  and 
rolling,  and  well  watered. 

If  the  company,  or  any  of  its  members,  will  go  out  prepared  to 
erect  a  saw-mill,  tbe  privilege  will  be  given  to  select  a  site  on  any  un¬ 
sold  lands  in  the  Colony,  and,  on  the  mill  being  put  into  operation, 
they  shall  be  entitled  to  a  deed  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land. 

If  one  hundred  emigrants  unite  in  one  settlement,  they  will  be  or¬ 
ganized  immediately  into  a  township,  and  be  entitled  to  elect  their  own 
officers,  and  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  oldest  settlements. 

If  the  foregoing  propositions  should  be  accepted,  arrangements  for 
the  expedition  must  be  completed  by  the  first  of  September  next. 

Applications  made  to  the  Colonization  office,  Washington,  D.  C., 
to  any  agent  of  the  Society,  to  Rev.  Dr.  Proudfit,  New  York,  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Pinney,  Philadelphia,  will  receive  immediate  attention. 

We  respectfully  request  editors  of  newspapers,  friendly  to  Coloniza¬ 
tion,  to  give  the  foregoing  an  insertion  ;  and  we  trust  that  the  friends 
of  the  cause  throughout  the  United  States  will  interest  themselves  in 
directing  the  attention  of  the  colored  people  to  this  article. 

In  order  to  afford  free  colored  men  means  of  information  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  Colony,  two  hundred  copies  of  the  African  Repository  will 
be  sent  gratuitously  to  those  who  may  first  apply. 

S.  WILKESON,  Chair.  Ex.  Com.  A.  C.  S. 


